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Editor’s Note: 

The biggest news for me this month is that I have finally 
done the unthinkable, I bought myself a chipper. 

Something I was absolutely convinced I would never 
be seen using. But as we all know, when needs must 
(and perhaps a little desperation creeps in), it’s no 
bad thing to try something new. 

Another revolution was the result of a recent visit to 
Mond Valley by my 7-year-old granddaughter. She had 

great fun on the practice putting area , and, of course, I 
couldn’t resist joining in. Armed with a junior-sized putter, I was amazed to see 
putts actually starting to disappear into the hole. And yes… you’ve guessed it. 
that little putter made its way into my bag. I might have looked slightly 
ridiculous bent over a club far too small for me, but if Matt Kuchar, winner of 
the 2013 Players Championship, can do it, then surely I can give it a try too. To 
the purists among you, my sincerest apologies. 

Turning to this month’s newsletter, we’re delighted to feature a warm and 
engaging welcome from our Senior Captain, Ray Marshall. Ray has taken to the 
role like a fish to water, and I know you’ll enjoy getting to know our lovable 
Geordie just that little bit better.  

You’ll also find details of the upcoming Music @ The Mond Festival, taking 

place on 30th May. This is the first of two Music Festivals we shall be holding 

this year, the second will be on the 18th of July. It would be fantastic to see a 
strong turnout from the membership, and I truly hope as many of you as 
possible can come along and enjoy what promises to be a wonderful day. It will 
be open to all so bring your family and friends and make a day of it. 

Not deliberate, but this month seems like a Senior Section Newsletter as the 
Senior Team season is already well underway, with several match reports 
featured, included alongside coverage of the opening A and B team rounds of 
the South Wales Classic. The ladies have also started their campaign, and their 
update is also inside. Other section teams are only just getting started, so you 
can expect to see much more from them in future editions. 

As always, I hope you enjoy reading this month’s newsletter, and I look 
forward to seeing you out on the course… chipper or no chipper.  



3 
 

 

Agenda 

Editor’s Note         Page 2 

Welcome from  Ray Marshall Senior Captain     Page 4 

Music @ The Mond Update       Page 7 

Mond Valley Team contacts       Page 9 

Ladies Section Update        Page 12 

Senior Section Update        Page 14 

Reciprocal Deals         Page 22 

The Club Shop         Page 23 

Events Update         Page 24 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

In this month’s newsletter we’re delighted to welcome Ray Marshall, our 
Senior Captain for the year. Ray takes us through his journey, from his early 
years and finding golf later in life, to the successes that followed. I’m sure 
you’ll enjoy reading his story as much as I did. 

 

Ray Marshall – Mond Valley Senior 

Section Captain 2026/2027 

It is indeed an honour as 2026 Senior Captain to 

be invited to write an article for this month’s 

Newsletter.  

I often get asked how an “Old Geordie” ended up 

in Wales and how I started on (what has to be 

said) a “later in life” golfing career. 

So, allow me to briefly explain. 

As a young Marine Engineer my first 

glimpse of Swansea was on board 

the Motor Vessel City of Dundee in 

October 1966 anchored and ready 

to dock. Time enough for me to 

grab my binoculars and seek out the 

only landmark I knew… The Vetch 

Field.  

As a schoolboy I had been behind 

the goal at St James’ Park when 

Swansea legend Ivor Allchurch 

made his debut for my beloved 

Newcastle United. 

It was the only sport that interested 

me, so golf was something that had 

a long wait for my arrival.  
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I met my dear wife to be Susan, on a trip ashore and following a last voyage to 

India and the Middle East, we married, started a family and I settled ashore 

combining an engineering working life with my other great interest music, 

joining various outfits as a Saxophonist. I still have the pleasure of playing with 

my long time “Musical Soul Brother” Alun Hughes and we will be part of the 

featured artist at the forthcoming May 30th Music at the Mond Festival. 

So, to Golf. 

My brother (a golfer since 1965) is responsible for me taking up the game. Over 

many years he attempted to do so, but it wasn’t until retirement loomed that I 

decided to give it a go. On his next planned visit to Swansea, we discussed 

sorting a game. 

I had told him that Stuart Blower, a relative of my son in law, was a golfer at the 

local club in Clydach, so I contacted Stuart and a game was arranged. I 

marvelled at my brother and Stuart as they showed the novice what it was all 

about. 

As we progressed through the course I could only dream about what it would 

be like to play on that flat bit of grass that I was advised was called the fairway. 

On completion it didn’t seem a game that my natural zig zagging from rough-

to-rough talents was best suited. Brother said, “Give it a go” the course is flat, 

perfect for you, STICK WITH IT!” 

So, I did and joined midway through 2011. Merging into the Senior Section fully 

in season 2012 captained by Ray Jones. Ray and a succession of dedicated 

Captains both before I joined and since have wonderfully held the position, and 

I am honoured to now be entrusted with the Captaincy. 

(This will be recognised by a past Captains and guests evening I am hosting in 

aid of Marie Curie on 12th of June), 

The golf learning curve was tough (who doesn’t know that eh!) but I knuckled 

down, bought books, videos, studied the rules, had great encouragement from 

my  buddies etc. Slowly but surely things got a bit better. 

It took 2-3 years but 2013 was finally a year to cherish. 
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The “Old Geordie” had arrived… winning the Senior singles Christmas Cup and 

Captains Challenge trophy partnering Rowland Kossack. 

Confidence had eroded embarrassment, so I ventured further by putting my 

name down for the Senior Team and made my debut away to Morriston. I 

didn’t pull up any trees, but I loved the Match Play format, the camaraderie 

and hospitality. The whole day was special. 

There is something about Match Play that makes me click (ok guys! Sometimes 

ha-ha). I just feel different when playing compared to other formats such as 

Stapleford etc. 

Match play brought me further high moments. For although losing 2 seniors 

singles finals to Mike D’Angeli and John Hopkins, I finally got there in 2022 

following a hard-fought final (going to the 20th) with my good buddy Bryn 

Roberts. I also had the pleasure of sharing the distinction with my late playing 

partner Mike O’Neill as Seniors Doubles Champions in 2019. 

So… I close with a big thank you to all who helped and encouraged me in the 

game and treasure the day I took brothers advice, joined the wonderful Mond 

Valley Golf Club, my age automatically guiding me to the Senior Section that I 

now have the pleasure of captaining. 

So, to whatever section you belong to, or whatever standard you strive to or 

achieve, Good Luck and have a wonderful 2026/2027 season. 

Ray Marshall 
Seniors Captain 
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Where great music, warm evenings and good company meet! 

Last year saw the launch of our very first Music @ The Mond Festival, and 
despite the late-October chill and some very wet weather, those who joined us 
were still treated to a wonderful day of fun, frolics and great music. The 
atmosphere was electric, and this year, we’re turning it up a notch. 

In fact, we’re doing it twice! The second Festival will be on the 18th of July but 
let’s concentrate on this one first. 

The first festival of 2026 takes place on Saturday 30th May, and this one really 
promises something special. With longer days, warmer air and the fairways 
bathed in early-summer sunshine, Mond Valley is the perfect setting for a 
memorable afternoon and evening of open-air live music. 

The soundtracks for the day will be a rich blend of Classic Oldies, Smooth 
Motown, Soulful Jazz and well-loved favourites from past and present. Music 
to tap your feet to sing along with and simply enjoy in great company. 

We’ll be getting things underway at 4.30pm, with Medium Wave, a duo led 

by one of our own. Ray Marshall opens the festival, delighting us with the 
unmistakable sound of his saxophone, accompanied by his musical soul 
brother Alun Hughes. Firm favourites at Mond Valley, their effortless 
musicianship and warmth always strike the right note. So please come along 
early and show your support. 
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Next we have Flashback who will transport us straight back to the golden era 

of the 1960s, with iconic music from Cliff Richard and The Shadows. Expect 
nostalgic number-one hits such as Apache, Wonderful Land, Atlantis and more, 
music that defined a generation and still sounds just as magical today.  

Adding a touch of cool sophistication, the smooth sounds of Deano Martini 
will drift across the golf course. The man with the hat brings soulful jazz and 
timeless class, filling the air with rich tones and relaxed rhythms. It’s the kind 
of music that makes you pause, smile, and soak in the moment. 

As the evening gathers pace, prepare to be spellbound. The glamorous 

Kirsten Orsborn will take centre stage, delivering stunning vocals that hit 

notes most of us can only dream of. Powerful, graceful and utterly captivating, 
this is a performance that will stay with you long after the final chord fades. 

There will be a mixture of the above getting up on the stage again, then to 

close the night in style, Flashback and Medium Wave combine forces, 
joining together to rock the festival into the evening with familiar favourites 
that will have everyone singing along. It’s the perfect finale to a truly 
memorable day.  

The music is expected to run until around 10.30pm, so why not make a day of 
it. Bring the family, round up your friends, grab a drink, and immerse yourself 
in the festival atmosphere. With the weather forecast looking good, there are 
few better ways to spend a Saturday than enjoying live music with your friends 
in the heart of Mond Valley. 
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Team Golf at Mond Valley 
 
Ever Thought About Playing “Team Golf “at Mond Valley and testing your golf 
in a competitive but friendly environment, this could be the perfect time to 
take the plunge. 

Mond Valley proudly fields a wide range of competitive teams, catering for all 
abilities, and handicaps. Whether you’re a low-handicapper chasing top-level 
competition, or someone who simply enjoys structured, meaningful golf with 
good company, there truly is a team for everyone. 

Team golf isn’t just about competition – it’s about: 

• Playing fantastic courses across South Wales free of charge 
• Enjoying home and away fixtures 
• Building friendships within Mond Valley 
• Meeting golfers from other clubs 
• And experiencing the buzz of representing your club 

With the season just getting underway, now is the ideal time to get involved. 
Below is a snapshot of each team and who to contact if you’d like to give it a 
go. 

Men’s First Team - Captain: Jason M Jones    07435 363778 

Playing off scratch, our First Team competes at the highest level and will visit 
some outstanding venues this season, including: 

• Coed y Mwstwr 
• Swansea Bay 
• Pennard 
• Southerndown 
• Morriston 
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Men’s Second Team - Captain: Ellis Jones    07488 269917 

Open to players with handicap around 9 or better, the Second Team enjoys 
high-quality competitive golf at: 

• Swansea Bay 

• Grove 

• Clyne 

• Morriston 

Quartz Team (8.5+ Handicap) - Captain: Nathan Boyes   

    07896 904862 

Competitive, sociable and hugely enjoyable, the Quartz Team will be travelling 
to: 

• Pennard 
• Langland 
• Gower 
• Glynhir 
• Glynneath 

Stones Team (16+ Handicap) - Captain: Tony Davison  

    07854 402536 

Perfect for those who enjoy structured competition in a relaxed, supportive 
team atmosphere. Matches this year include visits to: 

• Fairwood 
• Neath 
• Morriston 
• Pennard 
• Grove 
• Machynys 
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Ladies First Team - Captain: Nerys Treloar    07984 641294 

There is no handicap limit for Ladies’ golf. The First Team will be playing at: 

• Cotterell Park 
• Mountain Ash 
• Clyne 
• Creigiau 
• Rhondda 

Ladies Second Team - Captain: Carol Lewis    07780 825746 

Open to all abilities, the Ladies Second Team enjoys competitive fixtures at: 

• Grove 
• Swansea Bay 
• Fairwood 
• Southerndown 
• Neath 
• Morriston 

 Men’s Senior Team - Captain: Ray Marshall    07707 582681 

A wonderful blend of friendly and competitive golf, with no handicap limits, 
and a fantastic range of venues: 

• Glynhir 
• Carmarthen 
• Gower 
• Coed y Mwstwr 
• Rhondda 
• Mountain Ash 
• Pontypridd 
• St Athan 
• Swansea Bay 

Why Not Give It a Try? Team golf is one of the most rewarding ways to 

enjoy the game. You’ll challenge yourself, represent Mond Valley with pride, 
and make memories on courses you might never otherwise play. All it takes is a 
phone call. Speak to one of the captains, ask a few questions, and give team 
golf a go. You might be surprised just how much you enjoy it. 
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Ladies Section 

A Comeback to Remember for Mond Valley Ladies 

On Sunday the 19th of April, Mond Valley was 

superbly represented in the first round of the Mary 
Nicholls Inter-County Foursomes as Jovita 

Juchniene and Kiera Probert travelled away to face a 
very strong Langland pairing. 

The match could hardly have started tougher. After 
just eight holes, our ladies found themselves five 
down, facing a daunting challenge against 
determined opposition. Lesser pairings might have 
let heads drop, but not Jovita and Kiera. 

Showing tremendous belief and fighting spirit, they 
began to claw their way back into the contest, hole by hole. Momentum slowly 
shifted, confidence grew, and what had once looked an uphill battle turned 
into a thrilling contest. 

By the time the pair stepped onto the 18th tee, the match was all square, an 
extraordinary turnaround. Carrying that momentum through to the final hole, 
Jovita and Kiera held their nerve, produced under pressure, and claimed 
victory on the last. 

It was a fabulous comeback and a performance full of determination and 
strong teamwork. A fantastic start to the tournament and one that reflects 
great credit on both players and Mond Valley Golf Club. 

Well done to Jovita and Kiera, a result to be proud of and a match that won’t 
be forgotten in a hurry. 
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Ladies’ 2nd Team V Grove – Home 26th April 2026 

Summer certainly made its presence felt on a warm, sunlit afternoon as the 
Ladies 2nd Team, led by Carol Lewis, welcomed The Grove GC for their opening 
match of the season. It proved to be an excellent start, both in conditions and 
in performance. 

Several of the matches were closely contested and hard fought, but our ladies 
showed tremendous determination, and teamwork throughout. By digging 
deep when it mattered most, they secured a deserved and well-earned 3–2 
victory. 

Congratulations to Carol, Rhiannon, Karan, Ann D, and Anne M on a fantastic 
team effort. A brilliant performance all round and a very promising start to the 
season. Well done to everyone involved! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who else thinks the course is looking fantastic right now? 
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Senior Section 

South Wales Senior Classic Cup                                         
Mond Valley B Team v Tenby Golf Club 

Mond Valley progress to Round Two after thrilling two-leg victory 

Mond Valley’s B Team are safely through to the second round of the South 
Wales Senior Classic Cup, but not without being pushed every inch of the way 
in a superbly contested two-leg tie against a strong Tenby side. The non-
playing Captain Steve Williams chose a strong team for the opening  and with 
the tie decided over home and away legs, Mond Valley knew the importance of 
laying down a strong marker on a course where they had advantage. And that 
is exactly what they did! 

All three pairings produced confident performances to deliver a clean sweep 
and put Mond Valley firmly in control after the first leg. 

The closest battle of the afternoon involved Paul Joseph and Paul Absolam, 
who were locked in a tense, back-and-forth contest that remained tight right 
into the closing stages. Calm heads and solid golf saw Mond Valley edge the 
match and keep the scoreboard moving in the right direction. 

Ashley Perry and Huw Evans set the tone early with a commanding display. 
Taking firm control from the outset, they never loosened their grip and closed 
out an impressive 4&3 victory with authority. 

Bryn Roberts and Jeff Tomkins completed the perfect home showing. Applying 
steady pressure throughout, they never looked in serious trouble and matched 
the earlier result with another convincing 4&3 win. 

It was a confident Mond Valley six who made the journey west to Tenby on the 
20th of April knowing they held the advantage, but also fully aware that away 
legs bring an entirely different challenge. From the opening holes it was clear 
Tenby were in no mood to roll over. 

Jeff Tomkins and Bryn Roberts were involved in a gripping contest that went all 
the way to the 18th hole, where the home pair finally edged it to take the 
point. Almost unbelievably, the same fate befell Huw Evans and Neil Cullen, 
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who fought tooth and nail only to be one down after a breathless finish on the 
final green. 

All eyes turned to Paul Absolam and Craig Phillips. After finding themselves 
three down early on, they battled hard and failed to pull back the deficit. 
Tenby took the 3rd match. The overall score was now 3 – 3. There was only one 
way to decide it… Sudden death. 

Up stepped Neil Cullen and Huw Evans, called upon to carry the hopes of 
Mond Valley. Under immense pressure, they produced when it mattered most, 
Neil rolling in a superb birdie to claim the playoff hole and seal a memorable 
victory. 

The spoils belonged to Mond Valley, hard-earned, hotly contested, and 
thoroughly deserved. 

A thrilling tie, a tremendous team effort, and a place secured in the next round 
of the Senior Classic Cup. Mond Valley march on, battle-hardened and full of 
belief. 

South Wales Senior Classic                                        

Senior A Team vs Haverfordwest Golf Club 

Home and Away Legs: 13th & 
21st April 2026 

The South Wales Senior Classic 
encounter between Mond Valley 
and Haverfordwest unfolded across 
two keenly contested legs, 
producing golf of the highest 
standard and a compelling battle 
played in excellent spirit 

throughout. With blustery spring conditions, long journeys, and everything to 
play for, this was senior team golf at its very best. 

The opening leg at Mond Valley on Monday 13th April set the tone. A warm 
but windy morning greeted the Haverfordwest side as they travelled east, fully 
aware that an early advantage could prove decisive with the return fixture 
looming. That sense of occasion was evident from the first tee as Iain 
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McTaggart and Mark Bater led the team out in a match that ebbed and flowed 
relentlessly. Neither pair could gain a firm grip, momentum swinging back and 
forth as both sides refused to yield. In a contest that demanded patience and 
nerve, Iain and Mark held firm in the closing stages, edging ahead late on to 
secure a hard-earned two-hole victory and a valuable point for Mond Valley. 

The second pairing of Tony Thomas and John Jones faced stern opposition and 
found themselves under pressure early. Despite battling gamely and never 
letting heads drop, they were unable to claw back the initiative, with the 
visitors maintaining control to record a 3&2 win. The final match of the day 
proved the most dramatic. Captain Peter Bound, partnered by Martyn Jones, 
flew out of the blocks and surged four up after seven holes, only for 
Haverfordwest to respond impressively. As the pressure mounted, the gap 
narrowed and the match went all the way to the 18th, where the visitors 
halved the hole to snatch a narrow win. Haverfordwest left Mond Valley with a 
slender 2–1 advantage, but the tie remained very much alive. 

The return leg at Haverfordwest on 21st April saw Mond Valley make the long 
journey west knowing it was an uphill task. A couple of changes to the team 
brought Andy Jenkins and Kevin Field into the side, alongside Gary Barnfarther, 
as Iain McTaggart and Mark Bater once again led the charge. Straightaway it 
was clear they were up against a formidable pairing, two consistent golfers 
who dovetailed superbly and applied constant pressure. Despite solid play 
from our lads, holes gradually slipped away, with the match concluding on the 
15th, helped by a fine gross 76 from one of the home players… no mean feat in 
gusty conditions. 

Behind them, Gary Barnfarther and Martyn Jones fought hard but were unable 
to recover from finding themselves two down early. Andy Jenkins and Kevin 
Field enjoyed an excellent tussle, with the lead changing hands more than 
once, before the home side eventually edged clear to win 3&1. On the day, and 
across both legs, Haverfordwest proved worthy opponents, delivering an 
impressive performance. 

While the overall result did not fall Mond Valley’s way, there was much to 
admire in the effort, whilst the sportsmanship shown throughout the tie was 
an example to all. With lessons learned and standards set high, attention now 
turns to the Plate competition, where the Senior A Team will look to regroup 
and push forward with renewed determination. 
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Mond Valley Seniors vs Ammanford Seniors -1st April  

It was a dry and blustery day in Ammanford as Mond Valley Seniors teed off 
against the formidable Glynhir Seniors. Formidable not just because it marked 
the opening match of the 2026 season, but also because our previous visit to 
the same venue had ended in a rather bruising 7–1 defeat for the away side. 
This time, however, our lads arrived under the new captaincy of Ray Marshall 
with renewed belief and a clear intention to ensure history didn’t repeat itself. 

As always, it was 
a pleasure to 
renew old 
friendships, with 
the close ties 
forged over the 
years between 
the two clubs. 
That said, the 
day didn’t get off 
to the smoothest 

of starts. Ray, normally the definition of meticulous preparation, had an 
uncharacteristic moment and left his golf shoes behind, prompting a brisk visit 
to the pro shop and an £80 reminder to double-check the kit bag next time. To 
add to the early challenges, one of our players was feeling unwell and sadly 
had to leave the course early. With adversity dealt its opening hand, the rest of 
the team did what golfers do best, knuckled down and got on with the job. 

The final score saw Ammanford retain their home advantage, but this time by 
a much narrower margin. Away matches are never easy, and a hard-fought 5–3 
result reflected a competitive contest and a much-improved showing from 
Mond Valley. Plenty of positives to take away, and a solid platform on which to 
build as the season gets fully underway. 
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Mond Valley Seniors Dig Deep for an Away Win at 
Carmarthen - Away Match – 9 April 2026 

A trip to Carmarthen is never the easiest on the calendar, but it is always 

one of the most enjoyable. True to form, our hosts once again offered a 

warm welcome, even if the weather had other ideas. A bitter wind and 

low cloud greeted the teams, forcing a delayed start as everyone waited 

patiently for conditions to improve (I regretted immediately wearing 

shorts!”. Undeterred, Ray Marshall assembled eight determined pairs, 

fully aware that they would need to overcome both the familiar home 

advantage of Carmarthen and the demanding elements high in the hills. 

The match began with Mond Valley immediately under pressure. Ray 

Marshall, partnering the long hitting Ashley Perry, battled bravely but 

eventually succumbed on the 16th, losing 2&3. Paul Latis and Andrew 

Faulkner steadied the ship with a hard-earned draw to put the first 

half-point on the board. However, concern grew when the third pairing 

of Mark Bater and Martyn Jones ran into a formidable Carmarthen duo 

and were defeated 6&7. 

Then came the turning point. Bryn Robers and Ieuan Jones produced a 

commanding display from start to finish, never looking in danger as they 

secured an impressive 5&4 victory. That momentum was soon reinforced 

by brothers Phill and Paul Joseph, who played solid, composed golf to 

deliver another crucial win, 3&1. With the scores now finely balanced, 

Steve Williams and Ray Jones fought gamely but could not recover from 

an early setback, going down 3&2. 

That left everything on a knife edge. Rising to the occasion, Iain 

McTaggart and Tony Tomas showed real composure at the business end 

of their match, grinding out a valuable 3&2 win. The contest ultimately 

rested on the final pair, and Paul Absalom and Mike Cornish held their 

nerve superbly, sealing a decisive 3&1 victory to complete a memorable 

comeback. 

The final score: Mond Valley 4½ – Carmarthen 3½, a superb away win.  
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Once again, Carmarthen proved why senior fixtures are about far more 

than just the golf, excellent competition, tremendous hospitality, and a 

reminder of everything that makes these matches such a pleasure to be 

part of. 

Mond Senior’s v Gower – away 16th of April 

The Senior Team were on the road again on Wednesday 16 April, travelling to 
Gower Golf Club for what proved to be a closely fought and thoroughly 
enjoyable match. Played under bright skies with a lively breeze, conditions 
were fair but challenging, a proper test for both teams. 

Mond Valley couldn’t have asked for a better start. Team Captain Ray Marshall, 
partnering Mike Jones, set the tone early with a fine performance, securing an 
excellent opening point and giving the visitors a real platform to build on. Their 
3&2 win must have given the team momentum as the ever-reliable pairing of 
Mark Bater and Bryn Roberts closely followed them and showed how 
consistency is key to this format coming in with a comfortable 4&3 win to put 
Mond Valley firmly in control. 

Gower responded strongly. Brothers Paul and Phil Joseph found themselves up 
against some inspired play from the home side and, despite their efforts, 
Mond Valley’s early two-point advantage was soon halved as they came in 4&2 
down. 

The pendulum swung back once more thanks to a superb partnership display 
from Iain McTaggart and Paul Absalom. Paul, in particular, saved his best golf 
for the back nine, producing a string of quality shots that earned a convincing 
3&2 victory and restored a little breathing space for the visitors. 

What followed was a real momentum shift. Tony Thomas & Johnny Jones 
seemed to have lost their mojo and came in with a brutal 4&3 defeat. Peter 
Bound & Jeff Tomkins were involved in hard-fought contests that could easily 
have gone either way.  They battled all the way to the 18th, narrowly losing out 
with the final putt of the match. Fine margins at this level making all the 
difference. 

As is often the case, everything came down to the final two matches. Both 
teams waited anxiously in the clubhouse. Mike Cornish and Paul Lallis gave it 
everything in a gallant effort, winning 3&2 to take a fourth point to ensure we 
would come home with at least a half. Terry Legg and Andrew Faulkner 
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followed swiftly afterwards. They had fought bravely till the end losing by just 
one hole. This of course meant the honours were shared on the day.  

In truth, a halved match felt a fair reflection of a contest where every point 

was keenly contested and hard earned. The Mond Valley seniors once again 
showed their metal against a strong Gower team and their team spirit shone 
through. Taking a half point away from home is always a positive result. 

Mond Valley Seniors – Home to Carmarthen – 23rd April  

Just two weeks after facing Carmarthen away, Mond Valley Seniors welcomed 
familiar friends back to home turf, with both sides fully intent on settling the 
score. On a glorious spring morning, the course looked in superb condition as 
the teams gathered on the first tee, a perfect backdrop for another keenly 
contested encounter. 
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As ever, Captain Ray Marshall set the tone, ably supported by Bryn Roberts, in 
a hard-fought match against Carmarthen skipper Brett and playing partner 
Peter. Neither side gave an inch and honours were shared, with both captains 
displaying the competitiveness and respect that typifies fixtures between both 
clubs. 

Mond Valley then struck an early blow as Mark Bater and Chris Powel 
produced an excellent performance to secure a convincing 4&3 victory. 
Carmarthen responded swiftly. Ray Jones and Peter Bound could not handle 
the consistency from the Carmarthen pair, and the score was once again level. 

From that point on, Mond Valley began to turn the screw. Tony Thomas and 
Terry Legg showed great composure to battle all the way to the final green, 
winning by one hole in a thrilling finish. Momentum continued to build as Mike 
Feltom and Jeff Tomkins followed up with a solid 2&1 win. 

Two eye-catching results then swung the match decisively in Mond Valley’s 
favour. Mike Jones with Jeff Lancey recorded an emphatic 6&5 victory, quickly 
matched by an identical scoreline from Mike Cornish and Paul Absalom, 
performances that may well have caught the attention of the Senior Handicap 
Secretary! 

The job was completed in style by Andrew Rees and Dave Frame, who secured 
a further 2&1 win to underline a dominant finish and seal a resounding 6½ – 
1½ victory. 

Completing the double over Carmarthen is no mean feat, and this was a superb 
all-round team effort. Congratulations to everyone involved. 

Yet, as always when these two sides meet, the result told only part of the 
story. Both teams were fiercely competitive on the course, but once the final 
putts were holed, it was pleasing to see friends reconnect, share stories, and 
enjoy the spirit of the game together, a reminder that some rivalries are built 
as much on respect and friendship as they are on winning. 

Well done, lads! 
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Reciprocal Deals 

One of the many privileges of being a Mond Valley Golf Club member is access 
to a growing range of reciprocal golfing opportunities, carefully negotiated for 
the benefit of our members. We’re delighted to announce our latest 
agreement with Fairwood Park Golf Club, adding even more value to your 
membership. Full details of this arrangement, along with our other reciprocal 
club partnerships, are outlined below. 
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A New Look 

in the Club 

Shop                         

Something 

Special 

Awaits 

If you’ve passed 
through the clubhouse recently, you may have noticed a quiet but very 
welcome transformation taking place in the Mond Valley Club Shop. Yes, about 
time, we hear you cry! And the wait has been well worth it. 

The shop is now beginning to stock a growing range of quality golfing 
merchandise designed to look good, feel comfortable, and perform on the 
course. From stylish coats and practical gilets to smart polo shirts, shoes, 
gloves and those all-important umbrellas, the shelves are steadily filling with 
items to suit every golfer and every season. And this is just the beginning,  
more stock will continue to arrive over the coming months. 

There’s something undeniably special about pulling on a new piece of kit 
before heading to the first tee. That crisp polo, that perfectly fitting gilet, or a 
fresh pair of gloves can bring a quiet confidence, the kind that stands a little 
taller over the opening shot and adds an extra spark of inspiration to the round 
ahead. Golf, after all, is a game of feel as much as skill, and feeling comfortable 
and confident can make all the difference. 

So why not take a moment to browse next time you’re in the clubhouse? You 
might just find something that speaks to you, something that makes you feel 
part of Mond Valley, proud of your club, and ready to take on the course in 
style. The Shop is here for our members, built to grow with your support, and 
well worth a look. You never know… your best round of the season might start 
with a visit to the Club Shop. 

Please speak to staff in the shop if you have ideas on further items you would 

like to be sold. 
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Events Update 

Friday 10th April saw the clubhouse buzzing as Pedro delivered an absolute 

masterclass in quiz hosting. It was fantastic to see so many new faces through 
the doors, including a number of local non-golfers who joined us to sample the 
Mond Valley atmosphere, and they certainly weren’t disappointed. 

 

Laughter filled the room as teams battled it out, with Swill’s, Jayne, Bernard 
and Pam eventually taking the spoils on the night. But as always with these 
evenings, the final scores were secondary. What really mattered was the 
laughter shared, friendly rivalry, and the sheer enjoyment of being part of the 
Mond Valley community. 

As if the quiz wasn’t entertainment enough, the karaoke that followed 
revealed some unexpected new talent. While names sadly escape me, the 
eight youngsters who gathered in the corner of the room brought bags of 
energy, raising both voices and spirits and giving the evening an extra spark. 
They certainly knew how to liven up the place! 

Next up is the long-
awaited Bingo Night, 
returning by popular 
demand. If the quiz 
night was anything to 
go by, it promises to 
be another cracking 
evening.  

Short notice, but we 
hope to see you 
there, give it a try, turn up and enjoy the evening with your mates, family. 
You’re sure to enjoy! 
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