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Editor’s Note 

Those of you who actually read our 

monthly newsletter may have noticed that 

this edition has landed a little earlier than 

usual, even before July arrives. There is a 

good reason for that… I’m taking a short 
break to spend some time with family in 

the South of France. 

That said, June has been so packed with 

activity that there’s still plenty to get stuck 
into. This edition is full of match updates, 

club news, and events that I hope will catch 

your eye. Anything I miss this time round I’ll be sure to pick up in the next 
newsletter. 

Before we get into all of that, I wanted to take a moment to recognise the 

people who keep everything ticking over behind the scenes. Our clubhouse 

staff. Alison and Angharad greet members and visitors alike with a smile, 

providing that well known Mond Valley welcome no matter what the day 

brings. Alongside them, Martine, Mel, and Josh have been working tirelessly to 

keep the pints flowing and ensure events run smoothly. They really are the 

backbone of the club, and I’m sure many of you will join me in thanking them 
next time you’re in. 

The same goes for our ground staff, who continue to do a fantastic job 

maintaining the course. It’s in the best condition I’ve seen in my short time 
here, and those greens… well, even I’ve started to hole the odd putt, so they 
must be doing something right! 

On a more personal note, it’s important to remember that while we share so 
many good times together, not everything in life is easy. Within our Mond 

Valley family, there are members and loved ones facing illness, and others 

dealing with loss. 

At times like this, it matters that we pause and reflect. Behind the golf, the 

events, and the laughter, we are a close-knit family that looks out for one 

another. To anyone who may be going through a difficult time, please know 

that you are in our thoughts, and that there is always support around you 

within the club. 
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Finally, looking back to the end of May, our Music Festival was a fantastic 

success. Like any event, not everything went exactly to plan, but we learn, we 

improve, and we move forward. With that in mind, we’re already looking 
ahead to our next outdoor event, the Music @ The Mond Festival on the 18th 

of July. 

We’ve got a brilliant line-up, it’s free to enter, and as always, friends and family 
are more than welcome. It would be great to keep the momentum going and 

see members turn out in numbers, so if you can, spread the word, come along 

an1d enjoy what promises to be another great day at the Mond. 
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A Welcome to the July Newsletter from Dave Hopkins 
 

This month’s Newsletter welcome comes from Dave Hopkins, one of the club’s 
unsung heroes. Dave is the technical genius who keeps our systems running 

smoothly while embracing his ever-evolving golf journey. 

 

Hi, I’m Dave Hopkins but I’m more commonly 
known as “That bloke who does computer 

stuff.” 

My whole working life of 35 years was spent in 

BP doing a variety of roles, but they all 

involved computers in some way. The main 

part was in Process Control which was a job I 

absolutely loved. The main computer department viewed us process control 

guys as “cowboys” and we viewed them as “snobs,” so the relationship was 

often “strained.” In 1998 BP must have thought that I was too happy in my job 

so they moved me over to run the main computer department, Hence I now 

had abuse from both sides (usually friendly). The role also included mitigation 

of the perceived “millennium bug” threat. The bug never appeared but it did 

empty several budgets, and whilst everyone else was partying on the big night 

I spent it in the computer basement with a can of pop and some biscuits. 

I was offered early retirement in 2003 and having never held a golf club before, 

my workmates bought me 12 golf lessons as a leaving present. This was the 

start of a not-very-illustrious golf career. Recently I’ve started joining more 
sections in the club, so if you see my name added to your booking then please 

don’t slap the palm of your hand against your forehead or shake your head and 

say… “Oh No guess what’s just happened.” Remember the next shot I play may 

be the brilliant shot that is inside my head (unlikely, but statistically possible), 

and that’s why I keep coming back. 

After retirement I offered to help the club out with any computer issues, but 

the number of different systems we have can be a challenge, and GDPR is 

always an issue. We have:  



6 

 

1. Handicap master which is our main members database and runs our 

competitions. It in turn feeds results to WHS to calculate handicaps, and also 

to Master scoreboard for members to view results. 

2. We have BRS for tee bookings and that links to GolfNow software 

3. Our shop and bar tills run on Xpos. And this also is used for our accounting 

software called Xero which is sent to our accountants. 

4 We also have Go-cardless for monthly membership payments. 

5 Our website is demanding on time trying to get the club higher up on the list 

of Google searches. Currently the site attracts around 3500 visits a month. A 

high percentage of these are potential visitors i.e. Bridgend, Rhondda Valley, 

Cardiff, Burry Port etc. We also get visitors from around the world, particularly 

Australia. It seems AI isn’t clever enough to know the difference between 
South Wales and New South Wales.  

The above sounds a lot but in reality, Huw maintains the members database 

and the section heads (Men’s, Ladies, Vets, and Juniors) do an excellent job of 

running their competitions, and Iain keeps the social media updated. I just look 

after the back-room stuff.  

I’m also the Men’s handicap secretary. Despite initial reservations about WHS, 

the systems works well and does what it is supposed to. So again, only requires 

me to step in with the odd review. 

Last plea. If you also have a skill, maybe from a former job that would benefit 

the club, then maybe consider stepping forward as a…  financial savings for the 

club is vital. 

If you have read this far then you have done well, and thanks for sticking with 

me and enjoy the golf. 

Dave 
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New to Golf 

Golf can often feel like a daunting game to step into, but thanks to Wales 

Golf’s New to Golf initiative, that barrier is being broken down in the best 

possible way. Designed to support women taking their very first steps into the 

sport, the programme offers a welcoming, relaxed, and inclusive introduction 

to golf… and here at Mond Valley, our ladies’ section has embraced it 
wholeheartedly. 

As I walked past the practice area on Monday evening, the spirit of the 

initiative was there for all to see. It was a fantastic scene, groups of ladies 

smiling, laughing, and learning the fundamentals of the game. From mastering 

their swing in the nets to developing delicate touch on the chipping area, each 

participant was enjoying those all-important first experiences in golf. 

What made the session particularly special was the support behind it. 

Members of our ladies’ section were out in force, generously giving up their 
time to guide, encourage and share their knowledge. Their enthusiasm and 

warmth created an environment that was not only supportive but genuinely 

inspiring, turning what could be an intimidating first step into a thoroughly 

enjoyable experience. 
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The New to Golf programme is all about building confidence, creating 

connections, and showing that golf is a 

game for everyone, regardless of 

experience. It’s about laughter as much as 
learning, and friendships as much as 

fairways. And judging by the energy and 

engagement on show, Mond Valley is 

playing its part perfectly.  

We are incredibly proud of how our club 

has embraced this initiative. It reflects 

everything that makes Mond Valley special, a strong sense of community, a 

willingness to support others, and a genuine 

passion for the game. 

With programmes like this gaining 

momentum, there is a real opportunity to 

grow our ladies’ section and welcome new 
members into the club. If you know anyone 

who would like to give golf a try, there has 

never been a better, more supportive way to 

start. 

For anyone interested in getting involved please speak to our Ladies Captain, 

Rhiannon, or pop into the club shop for further details.  
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Mond Valley Team Matches 

1st Team – Men’s 

Southerndown – Friday 5th June - Away 

After an encouraging start to the season, Mond Valley’s 1st Team faced a 
formidable challenge away at league leaders Southerndown. With a refreshed 

side, the fixture offered an opportunity for fresh faces to make their mark — 

and they did just that. Debuts for Leighton Morgan, Zac Davies and Jack 

Morgan brought fresh energy, while experienced campaigners Huw Jones, 

Jonny Rees and Jason Jones provided a steadying presence. 

Although the 3–0 scoreline may suggest a comfortable win for the hosts, the 

reality painted a very different picture. Each match was fiercely contested, 

with our players showing resilience and determination against a strong 

Southerndown side. It was a performance full of grit and promise — one that 

hinted at the potential within this group as the season develops. 

Morriston – Tuesday 10th - Home 

Attention then turned to a home clash with Morriston, a match that proved 

anything but straightforward. 

One constant, however, was the outstanding form of Rhoss and Nathan, who 

continued their impressive run with another fine victory. Unfortunately, the 

day also brought a setback, as Jonny was forced to concede his match early 

after tweaking his knee, a moment of real misfortune. 

The third pairing faced a daunting task against opponents with +2 and +1 

handicaps, and the Morriston duo quickly demonstrated their quality. Opening 

with birdie-birdie before stringing together nine consecutive pars, they steadily 

built a commanding advantage. 

Yet, in true Mond Valley spirit, our lads refused to back down. Through smart, 

measured play, they battled their way back into contention, chipping away at 

the deficit hole by hole. In the end, they fell narrowly 2&1 on the 17th, with 

the decisive moment coming from a single lapse off the tee, a harsh result 

after such a spirited fightback. On another day, with just a touch more luck, the 

outcome could easily have been different. 
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Coed y Mwstwr – Tuesday 16th June - Home 

Looking to respond, the team returned to home turf to face Coed y Mwstwr 

and delivered in style. 

This was Mond Valley at their very best. Jason and Huw edged a closely fought 

contest 2&1, setting the tone for the evening, before the remaining pairs took 

control. Flo and Nick produced a dominant 4&3 victory, while Nathan and 

Rhoss continued their outstanding form with an emphatic 5&4 win to seal a 

convincing 3–0 success. 

This was a result the team needed after the disappointment against Morriston, 

and it highlighted the strength and depth within the squad. Despite a mixed 

run of results, the performances have shown real quality. 

Currently sitting 4th in the league, with two games in hand and just five points 

to make up, there is everything still to play for.  

 

Men’s 2nd Team 

Grove – Home, 2nd June 

Mond Valley’s 2nd Team began the month in confident fashion as they 

welcomed The Grove on a fine June evening, and it didn’t take long for the 
tone to be set. 

Leading from the front, Leighton Morgan and Jason Jenkins produced a 

commanding performance, controlling their match superbly to secure a 

decisive 4&3 victory. That early momentum was quickly reinforced by Nick 

Creaser and Rhys Jones, who continued their excellent form with an equally 

polished 4&3 win, putting Mond firmly in the driving seat. 

While the first two matches looked assured, the final pairing of Ellis Jones and 

Neil O’Sullivan provided the drama. Five down after ten holes, the match 
seemed beyond reach, but what followed was a remarkable display of golf. 

Refusing to concede, they dug in, combining, scrambling with a series of fine 

approach shots to claw their way back, hole by hole. Their efforts were 

rewarded with a hard-earned half, sealing an impressive 2½–½ victory and 

rounding off a superb team performance. 
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Clyne – Home, 9th June 

Just a week later, Mond Valley faced a strong Clyne side, and while the result 

didn’t go their way, the story of the evening was one of fine margins. 

Once again, Leighton and Jason took on the opening match and found 

themselves in early trouble, trailing by seven holes after nine. To their credit, 

they refused to let the match slip quietly away. Battling back, they narrowed 

the gap significantly, but the holes ran out, eventually falling 4&3, a scoreline 

that hardly reflected the effort they put into the match. 

There was better news from Nick Creaser and Rhys Jones, who continued to 

shine. Playing with a great deal of control, they once proved a formidable 

partnership, edging their match to remain unbeaten and firmly establishing 

themselves as the team’s in-form pair. 

Gareth Ruffell and Rhidian faced a particularly strong Clyne pairing and 

struggled to gain a foothold, eventually losing 7&5. It was a tough outing 

against quality opposition.  

Afterwards, captain Ellis reflected on a night where a few more holed putts 

might have told a very different story. The result, a 2–1 defeat, which was a 

reminder how small margins can shape outcomes, but there were still plenty of 

positives to carry forward. 

Llantrisant – Away, 15th June 

The trip to Llantrisant presented another test for our lads, and it proved to be a 

contest full of swings and no shortage of drama. 

Leighton Morgan, this time partnered by Paul Jones, made a flying start and 

surged into a commanding five-hole lead. However, their opponents, who 

normally play off low handicaps of 1 and 4, showed their quality, steadily 

working their way back into the match before securing a share of the point. 

In the second match, Gareth Ruffell and Martyn Jones delivered a standout 

performance. At one stage five up, they too faced a spirited fightback, but their 

experience and calmness under pressure told in the closing stages as they 

sealed an excellent 4&2 victory. 

That left it all to the final match, and what a match it proved to be. Ellis Jones 

and Kevin Morgan found themselves staring down the barrel at six down, but 
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in keeping with the team’s growing reputation for fighting spirit, they mounted 

a superb comeback. Grinding their way back into contention, they reached the 

16th tee all square in what had become a thrilling encounter. The momentum 

was with them, but the home side found a decisive late push to claim the point 

on 18, leaving the overall match tied at 1½–1½. 

Across the opening fixtures, one theme shines through, this is a team that is 

growing in belief, and even in defeat, the performances have been full of 

positives. 

Sitting 3rd in the table and just a single point behind The Grove in second, 

Mond Valley’s 2nd Team are firmly in contention. They now turn their 

attention to the visit of Swansea Bay on 30th June. 

 

Quarts Team 

Langland – Home 4th June 

The Quarts started June in style with an impressive home victory over 

Langland, setting an early tone of intent. 

Gareth Ruffell and Ty Morgan led the charge, delivering a commanding 5&3 

win. In control from the opening holes, their clinical play shut out any hopes of 

a Langland fightback, laying down a strong marker for the rest of the team. 

That momentum spread quickly. Ellis Jones and Ceri Morcom were made to 

work far harder in a tightly contested match, but their patience paid off as they 

ground out a valuable point. 

There was also an eye-catching performance from Carl Jones and Stephen 

Gibson, with Stephen making an impressive debut. The pair gelled instantly, 

playing with freedom and confidence to secure a convincing 5&4 victory, an 

encouraging sign of the strength and depth in this side. 

Perhaps the standout display of the day came from Ian Sprake and Rhys Jones, 

who were in great form. Their ruthless 6&5 win underlined the team’s early-

season ambition and showed exactly what this side is capable of when 

everything clicks. 
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The only setback came in a closely fought contest for John-Paul Power and 

Marc Parry. Battling throughout against a strong Langland pairing, they stayed 

in contention deep into the match before narrowly losing on the 17th. 

Pennard – Away 11th June 

Following that strong start, the Quarts faced a sterner test away at Pennard. A 

fixture that proved far tighter than the final 3½–1½ scoreline might suggest. 

Once again, Ruffell and Morgan led from the front, producing another assured 

performance to secure a solid 4&3 victory and claim Mond Valley’s full point. 

Support came in the form of a hard-earned half from Tim Turner and Ellis 

Jones, who dug deep in a closely contested match, refusing to yield under 

pressure. 

Elsewhere, the story was one of narrow margins. Nathan and Jason Davies 

were locked in a tight battle throughout but saw their match slip away on the 

17th. Similarly, Phil Barbe, making his Quarts debut, alongside John-Paul 

Power, found themselves up against a strong Pennard pairing and were unable 

to turn their efforts into a result.  

This might have been a loss for the team but there has been much to smile 

about over the opening fixtures. Overall, it’s been a promising start with a solid 
foundation being built with new partnerships emerging. As ever, it’s the big 
moments in tight matches that make all the difference, and turning those into 

points remains the key. 

Gower – Home 

Nathan selected a strong side for the home fixture against Gower on the 18th of 

June, and the team responded with another impressive display. of June. 

Gareth Ruffell and Ty Morgan were once again in superb form, cruising to a 

dominant 6&5, victory, and never allowing their opponents a foothold in the 

match. 

There were tougher outings elsewhere, with Rhodri Davies and Tim Turner 

finding the going difficult in a 3&2 defeat. Nathan Boyes and Stephen Gibson 

were narrowly beaten on the 17th after a tightly fought contest that could have 

gone either way. 
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But then came the decisive turning point. Carl Jones and Ceri Morcom stepped 

up when it mattered, securing an important win by 2, closely followed by 

Andrew Bennet and Ellis Jones, who produced a strong performance to claim a 

4 & 2 victory. 

The 3-2 win marked another excellent result for the Quarts and will no doubt 

provide a further boost in confidence as the season progresses. 

 

Stones Team Update 

It’s been something of a topsy-turvy start to the season for the Stones, with 

new captain Tony Davison bringing together a strong and healthy squad of 

around 24 players. 

Their opening match away at Neath on the 17th of June proved a tough 

introduction, particularly for some of the newer members, as they experienced 

firsthand how challenging away fixtures can be. A 4–1 defeat served as a 

valuable learning curve and helped sharpen the team’s focus heading into their 
next outing. 

That response was immediate in the Potters Cup, where the Stones produced 

an excellent performance to overcome Pennard 3–2. The victory did not secure 

them a home tie against Maesteg in the next round on 9th July. 

Off the course, the team are currently seeking a sponsor for new team polo 

shirts. This presents a great opportunity to support the Stones while promoting 

a business within the club. Anyone interested is encouraged to contact Tony 

Davison on 07854 4025236. 
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Ladies’ 1st Team 

Creigiau – Home 13th June 

Our ladies’ 1st team welcomed Creigiau to Mond Valley on Saturday 13th of 

June. They were pushed all the way in a closely fought contest but found the 

composure to edged ahead with a well-earned 3&2 win. 

Mountain Ash – Home 20th June 

Building on that result, the team 

delivered yet another strong performance 

against Mountain Ash, this time securing 

a convincing 4-1 win. The result 

underlines their growing confidence and 

skill level. 

Having stepped up into a stronger division 

this season, the team have adapted 

superbly. At the halfway point they are 

more than holding their own after five 

matches. A fantastic effort and a clear 

sign of the progress they continue to make. 

 

Ladies’ 2nd Team  

Swansea Bay - Away 9th June 

The Ladies 2nd Team braved testing conditions away at Swansea Bay on what 

proved to be a thoroughly blustery and demanding day. With the wind swirling 

and gusting throughout, this was never going to be a contest for the faint-

hearted, and it certainly delivered a series of tightly fought matches. 

Incredibly, the majority of matches were pushed all the way to the 18th hole, 

an indication of just how evenly matched the sides were. Each player battled 

hard, refusing to give anything away in conditions that made every shot a 

challenge. 
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While the 3–2 result ultimately went in favour of the home side, the narrow 

margins told the real story. This was a fiercely competitive contest where the 

difference between victory and defeat came down to the finest of details. 

Despite the disappointment of the result, there was plenty to admire in the 

team’s performance, with every player digging deep and representing Mond 
Valley with pride. 

Captain Carol was keen to recognise that spirit, extending her sincere thanks to 

the team for their effort, and how they represent the team so well week in 

week out. 

Mond Valley Ladies win at Swansea Bay Open 

If memory serves me right, our ladies did really well at the Swansea Bay Open 

last year with Jovita, Sheila, and Julie delivered an outstanding performance to 

come in with the best score of the day to secure a well-deserved first place. 

 But guess what? Our Mond Valley Ladies have done it again. Jovita Juchniene, 

Alison Williams, and Debra Jones combined brilliantly to produce a superb 

round of golf, securing the top spot for Mond Valley once again.  

I don’t have a lot of detail regarding points etc. but this success is another clear 

sign that our ladies’ section continues to go from strength to strength, making 

their mark wherever they play. A fantastic achievement and a proud moment 

for Mond Valley Golf Club. Well done, Ladies! 
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Senior’s Team 

Pontypridd - Away Tuesday 16th June  

Thank you Ray Marshall for providing the following update! 

Mond Senior team made their way to the hillside course at Pontypridd aware 

of past matches ending in gallant if not many heavy defeats. 

Talk leading up to the start was of the World Cup and the opening match 

certainly lived up to an old footy phrase and produced a thrilling game of two 

halves. 

Captain Ray Marshall and Jonny Jones seemed destined for an early bath, 

failing to stem an onslaught that took Pontypridd Captain Lee Williams and 

Gary Grant 3up at the turn. 

The back nine saw Ray and Jonny 4 

down with 7 to play. Then the tide 

turned as both Mond players 

contributed by winning the next 3, 

only to be pegged back by the home 

team. We were 2 down with 3 to 

play.  

Mond took 16th and 17th and pulled back to all square with one to play. The 

daunting 18th faced them and shades of the past 

continued as Ray (previously known by his buddies 

as “The back 9 kid” ... (they bought him a hat(ha-ha) 

years ago) was on the green in 3 with a 6ft putt 

waiting. Ponty Captain too was also on the green in 3 

with a approx. 10-foot putt. The other players having 

picked up. Both Captains had a shot on this hole. Lee 

putted first and lipped and stayed out. All on Mond 

Captain who sunk his putt for a net birdie and 

Victory 1 up. 

The winning putt making it the only time they had led in the game. 

Jonny putting to start 

a Mond comeback! 
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Good news followed with Vice Captain Mark Bater and Tony Thomas carding a 

very impressive 6 and 5 Victory. 

Ponty pulled one back in game 3 as Neil Cullen and Paul Lallis went down to a 

very strong Ponty pairing. 

Up stepped Paul Joseph and Ieuan Jones with a great 5 and 4 victory to put 

Mond in dream land 3-1 up. 

Phil Joseph and Andrew Faulkner went down in game 5 followed by narrow 

defeats in games 6 Gary Barnfather and Bryn Roberts and Game 7 Paul 

Absalom and Martyn Jones. 

As Captain Ray and most of the Players were well into their main course meal, 

hopes had gone of an overall victory, but a very commendable draw was 

possible. 

Debutant, Malcolm Hill, and Craig Phillips then entered the dining room to 

confirm they had won their Game. 

Call it a 4-4 moral victory or a long-awaited positive result or whatever...It was 

a magnificent effort by a determined Mond Valley Senior team in probably one 

of (if not) our most difficult away fixtures. 
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Seniors’ X-Captains Day – 12th July 

Only Ray Marshall could turn a simple idea into a day to remember, and true to 

form, his latest stroke of “mischief” delivered in style with the inaugural 
Seniors’ X-Captains event. 
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The format set the tone from the outset, a team scramble that promised a 

competitive edge, and just a hint of chaos. And it didn’t disappoint. With 
fairways full of laughter and the odd groan, the standard of golf was indeed 

impressive, as was the spirit it was played. When the dust settled, it was the 

formidable quartet of Bater, Taggy, Andy and Phill who emerged victorious, 

each contributing fully as they worked as a team to claim top honours.  

Off the course, the Mond Valley magic continued. Martine and Mel once again 

proved the heartbeat of the kitchen, serving up a fantastic spread that kept 

everyone well fuelled for the evening ahead. Behind the bar, Josh ensured 

glasses were never empty, keeping the atmosphere lively and spirits high.  

But if the golf set the stage, the evening entertainment stole the show. Ray 

had clearly called in a few favours, bringing together familiar faces and musical 

talent in abundance. Flashback had the room 

buzzing, while Ray himself joined forces with 

Alun, together known as Medium Wave, to 

deliver a performance that struck all the right 

chords. It was a masterclass in live music, full of 

energy, nostalgia, and no shortage of crowd-

pleasing moments. 

Adding a heartfelt touch to the night, the raffle 

raised funds for Marie Curie, a cause close to 

Ray’s heart. In a moment that capped off a 
perfect evening, Mrs Joseph walked away with 
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the top prize, a signed Swansea City shirt, generously donated by Swansea City 

legend Alun Curtis. 

It was a fantastic day from the first tee to the last note and really well 

organised. Those involved will remember this day for a long time to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Hole-in-One for Peter Child 

Congratulations to Peter Child on recording 

the first hole-in-one at Mond Valley in 2026. 

A familiar face in the practice nets, Peter’s 
dedication paid off in style as he struck a 

beautifully judged 7-iron on the 15th that 

found the cup. 

Remarkably, this is the second ace of Peter’s 
golfing journey, an achievement worthy of 

celebration. True to form, he marked the 

occasion by sharing a bottle of whisky with 

friends at the club, ensuring the moment was 

enjoyed by all. 

A fantastic achievement—well played, Peter! 
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Men’s Open Scramble – Sunday 14th June 

There are few formats in golf that generate quite as much excitement as a 

scramble, and Mond Valley was buzzing with anticipation as 122 golfers from 

clubs across South Wales and further, gathered for this year’s Men’s Open.  

With representatives travelling from Pontardawe, Garnant, Coed y Mwstwr, 

Pennard, Gower, Bryn Meadows, Langland, Palleg, Brynhill, Bristol, Peterstone 

Lakes, Cottrell Park, the field was strong, with each team eager to take on the 

course in prime condition. 

The atmosphere was one of friendly competition but make no mistake, every 

fourball stood on the first tee believing they had a genuine shot at glory. As the 

day unfolded, it became clear that only the very best would rise to the top in 

what proved to be an exceptionally tight contest. 

Taking fourth place were Mond Valley’s Nathan and Andrew Boyes, joined by 
Ty Morgan and Andrew Batchelor. The father-and-son pairing, alongside their 

teammates, combined superbly to score a 64. Their team handicap of 7 gave 

them an impressive net 57 and earning £40. 
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Third place went to the Brynhill quartet of Steven Gould, Mike Searle, Peter 

Incledon and Andrew Green. Matching the gross score of 64, their slightly 

stronger handicap of 7.3 brought them home with a net 56.7, securing £60 and 

a place on the podium. 

The runner-up position saw another Mond Valley team make their mark. 

James Howell, Martyn Howell, Kyle Bayliss and Nick Creaser delivered a fine 

round of 63, and with a team handicap of 6.9, their efforts translated into a net 

56.1, just enough to claim second place in a fiercely competitive field. 

But on a day where every shot mattered, it was a blended side representing 

Mond Valley, Garnant and Pontardawe who ultimately claimed top honours. 

Rhoss and Nathan Jones teamed up with Justin Jones and Blair Fisher to 

produce the standout performance of the day. Their superb gross score of 60, 

combined with a team handicap of 4, gave them a winning net 56. edging 

ahead in a contest where the margins could hardly have been tighter. 

Remarkably, only a single shot separated first from fourth place, proof of just 

how closely fought the competition was. 

As ever, events like this don’t happen without significant effort behind the 
scenes. Nigel Bartlett, expertly supported by Paul McCay, played a key role in 

ensuring the day ran smoothly from start to finish. Their commitment, along 

with the continued support of members, guests and visiting players, ensures 

that the Mond Valley Men’s Open remains a fixture everyone puts in their 

calendar. 

A fantastic day of golf, great competition, and a reminder of just how special 

the team scramble format can be. 
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Captain’s Day Is Coming to 
Mond Valley 

Get ready for one of the highlights of the 

golfing calendar, Captain’s Week at Mond 
Valley is just around the corner, and Club 

Captain Paul Wheatley has been hard at 

work putting together a week packed with 

events and competition, and plenty of 

memorable moments. 

Working closely with all sections of the club, 

Paul has shaped a schedule that brings 

everyone together. At the heart of it all is the 

main event, a two-day competition taking 

place on Friday 10th and Saturday 11th of July. 

The format will be a 3-ball individual 

Stableford, so expect some high scoring and 

plenty of good-natured rivalry. It’s not often 
we have a competition where competitors 

battle it out over two days. 

But Captain’s Week is about more than just 
golf. Paul has chosen to support the Jacob 

Crane Foundation, a charity dedicated to 

helping young people and their families 

affected by cancer. Throughout the event, 

there will be opportunities to contribute, 

including a raffle in aid of the charity. It’s a 
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chance for the club to come together in support of a truly meaningful cause, so 

please do give generously if you can. 

And just when you think the action is winding down, the entertainment is only 

just getting started. On Saturday 11th, once the final groups have made their 

way in, the course will 

play host to something 

a little different. 

“Dean’s Golf Trick 
Show” will bring a 
touch of magic and flair 

to the fairways, 

showcasing his 

incredible talent that’s 
sure to draw a crowd 

and leave everyone 

speechless. 

The evening will round things off in style, with our very own Nathan Jones 

providing the entertainment and helping to create a fantastic atmosphere to 

celebrate the week. 

 

 

From competitive golf to standout entertainment, Captain’s Week is shaping 

up to be a true celebration of everything that makes Mond Valley special.  

Make sure you’re part of it! 



26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


