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Editor’s Note: 

I genuinely thought I’d seen it all. 

After all, how do you top Pedro’s hole-in-one 
from last year, Bryn’s albatross on the 16th, 
Tony heroically following his golf cart into a 
pond on an away weekend, Ian Sprake 
chipping from off the 5th green to within 4 
inches of the pin or Steve performing what 
will forever be known as “a Rodney”, 
confidently leaning against a tree that wasn’t 
there and landing flat on the floor, club still 
firmly in hand? 

Well… golf has a funny way of surprising you. 

Picture the scene. A calm day on the 17th hole, the green empty and inviting as 
I prepared to play my second shot. Out of absolutely nowhere, an unmanned 
electric golf trolley burst into view, threading perfectly between the two 
guarding bunkers. A murmur of confusion turned into outright disbelief as 
someone muttered, “Look at that…” 

The trolley rolled proudly onto the green, straight towards the flag, before its 
back right wheel clipped the flagstick. What followed can only be described as 
performance art. The trolley began spinning gracefully around the pin, circling 
again… and again… and again… like it was auditioning for Strictly Come 
Dancing. Thirty seconds passed. Still no owner. 

Then, without so much as a hint of embarrassment, Nevil came running over 
from the 16th to reclaim his rebellious trolley. When we finally reached the 
green, we were greeted by an almost perfect circular tyre mark etched around 
the hole. Anyone playing behind us and seeing what looked suspiciously like a 
crop circle might have assumed alien activity… but now you know the truth. It 
wasn’t extraterrestrial. It was Nevil. 

Anyway… onto more conventional business. 

This month’s newsletter truly marks the start of the competitive season at 
Mond Valley, with all team matches well and truly underway. You’ll also find 
reports from a couple of memorable away days. One highlight is the Ladies 



3 
 

Captain’s trip to The Bells. Prising details from that weekend was a little like 
questioning an American politician under oath, but this persistent investigative 
editor eventually uncovered some carefully guarded intelligence. 

The Seniors’ Spring Cup trip also features, where 60 golfing gladiators 
descended on Milford Haven, clubs in hand and optimism high. 

The month of May also saw the first of two Music festivals being held at Mond 
Valley, and anyone involved in organising events like this knows the stress of 
trying to predict attendance. Thankfully, the nerves were worth it. It was a 
cracking day, and later in the newsletter you’ll find plenty to relive the sights, 
sounds and atmosphere. 

As always, I hope you enjoy this edition of Mond Valley News. If you have any 
suggestions, stories, moments of magic (or madness), please don’t hesitate to 
get in touch. After all… you never quite know what will happen next. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

 

Agenda 

Foreword          Page 2 

Welcome from  Martine Loughlin Clubhouse Manager   Page 5 

Ladies Captain weekend at the Bells      Page 7 

Senior Spring Cup                                                                                   Page 9 

Team Matches: 

• 1st Team – Men’s        Page 12 

• 2nd Team – Men’s        Page 13 

• Quartz           Page 15 

• 1st Team – Ladies’        Page 16 

• 2nd Team – Ladies’        Page 17 

• Mixed Ping 2nd Team       Page 17 

• Mary Nicholas Cup       Page 18 

• Senior Team         Page 19 

• Senior South Wales Classic       Page 22 

Mond Seniors on Tour - Coed y Mwstwr Trip    Page 24 

A Marathon Effort for Prostate Cancer      Page 25 

Reciprocal Deals         Page 26 

Music Festival         Page 27 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

A Warm Welcome from the Heart of the Clubhouse 

This month’s newsletter welcome comes from one of the friendliest faces at 
Mond Valley, our very own Martine Loughlin, the woman who somehow 
manages to make every member, guest and passing delivery driver feel 
instantly at home… usually with a smile, a laugh and friendly word. Believe 
me, she is one hell of a character! 

Martine Loughlin – Clubhouse Manager 

Hello everyone, and what a pleasure it is to be asked to 
write the welcome for the June newsletter. When I was first 
approached, I wasn’t quite sure what I’d say… but once I 
started thinking about Mond Valley, the memories came 
flooding in, and anyone who knows me will understand, 
once started it is difficult to stop. 

My journey here began back in 2015, when Jonathan 
Garland was Club Captain. At the time, I was working at the 
Dilwyn Arms and applied to Mond Valley simply to fill a gap. 
Little did I know it would turn into something much more. I 

fell in love with the place almost instantly, and, as you can see, I never left! 
Two years later I became Clubhouse Manager, and I’ve never looked back. 

One of the things I love most about the job is that no two days are ever the 
same. One minute I’m planning a clubhouse function, the next I’m preparing 
food for a society visit, organising a matchday meal or simply keeping the 
wheels turning. Some days even involve a dash out onto the course because 
someone’s buggy has broken down or a member isn’t feeling well. The list is 
endless… and I wouldn’t have it any other way. 

Society days are always a highlight. I love seeing familiar faces return to Mond 
Valley year after year. I make a point of arriving early to ensure everyone gets 
the warmest of welcomes, and you can usually guarantee a bacon roll and a 
cup of tea will be involved. It’s my chance to introduce myself, have a chat and 
make sure everything is just as it should be. 

Most members will tell you I also have a slightly wicked sense of humour. One 
of my favourite moments involved a visitor who was the last to finish his meal. 
I popped over and told him the kitchen was closing. He hurriedly finished up… 
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then surprised us all by putting on an apron and washing his own plate. The 
best bit? When he returned a year later, he did exactly the same thing, without 
being asked, and with a huge smile on his face. 

And then there was the time I had to call the police… who arrived to find me 
dressed as a leek. You can imagine their reaction. Thankfully, they were good 
sports and knew it was St David’s Day. 

That, for me, sums up what makes Mond Valley so special. It feels like a family. 
The friendly atmosphere draws people in and keeps them coming back. When 
I’m asked what the best thing about being Clubhouse Manager is, the answer is 
always the same, the members. The people I see every day, the laughs we 
share, and occasionally the helping hands when I’m under pressure… whether 
that’s changing a keg or pulling a pint. 

Of course, no job is perfect, and every now and then there’s the odd bit of 
criticism when things don’t go exactly to plan. Thankfully, those moments are 
few and far between and are far outweighed by the support and kindness 
shown by the vast majority. 

I’m incredibly lucky to have such a great team around me. Mel looks after the 
alcohol side of things and keeps us well stocked, while I focus more on the 
food side. Josh and Charlie keep things running smoothly behind the bar, and 
Alison and Angharad in the club shop make my life so much easier. Everyone 
works tirelessly and always gives their very best for the club. 

Although I’m contracted for 40 hours a week, flexibility is key in the clubhouse. 
Some weeks, especially when food is involved , I can end up working seven 
days straight. Other weeks are quieter and allow me to take a well-earned 
breather. It’s an arrangement that works perfectly for both me and the club. 

Looking ahead, I’m really excited to hear that plans may be in motion to 
expand the kitchen. Limited space and storage have always been a challenge, 
especially for larger events, often meaning last-minute trips to Bookers. 
Fingers crossed future developments will solve this and maybe even allow us 
to introduce regular Sunday meals, something I’d love to offer and a great 
opportunity to boost club revenue. 

Thank you all for your continued support, your humour, your patience, and for 
making Mond Valley the wonderful place it is. See you in the clubhouse soon. 
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Ladies Captain’s Away Day – The Bells, 3rd & 4th May 

One of the undisputed highlights in the Ladies’ calendar is the early-season 
Captain’s Away Day, a chance to dust off the winter rust, enjoy some 
competitive golf, and gently remind ourselves why staying overnight together 
is such a dangerous idea. This year, our Ladies Captain Rhiannon O’Sullivan 
made the inspired choice of The Bells, familiar golfing territory by day, but, as 
it turns out, a place of unexpected mystery by night. 

We’ve all played 
The Bells before, of 
course. We know 
the holes, the 
views, the rough 
that waits patiently 
to swallow golf balls 
whole. But whispers 
on the grapevine 
suggest that this 

particular trip may be remembered less for the golf (steady though it was) and 
more for what can only be described as “after-hours cultural enrichment”. 

Trying to extract information from the Ladies Section about evening activities 
is, at best, an exercise in futility. However, when it comes to piecing together 
events through a mixture of flattery, strategic questioning and the occasional 
well-timed drink, I like to think I’m something of an expert. And while the full 
story remains tightly guarded, enough fragments have emerged to paint a 
rather vivid picture. 

It appears one particular bedroom became the epicentre of an impromptu 
talent show. Not planned you understand, these things never are, just one of 
those evenings that took a sharp left turn somewhere between “quiet drink” 
and “who’s next?”. Reports suggest screams of delight echoed down hotel 
corridors, accompanied by what sounded suspiciously like a choir of angels 
discovering karaoke for the very first time. 

Rumour also has it that our Captain, usually blessed with a lovely singing voice, 
temporarily misplaced every note she owned, while others, seemingly unaware 
that microphones can in fact be put down, treated theirs as if glued 
permanently to their hand. Names will not be mentioned. Dignity will be 
preserved. The walls of The Bells, however, know all. 
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Anyway. Enough of that. Let’s talk about the golf. 

Bright and early on the morning of Saturday 3rd May, the Ladies assembled at 
Mond Valley car park for the journey ahead, fuelled by anticipation and the 
quiet optimism that this might just be their weekend. As the opening tee shots 
were struck at The Bells, there was a genuine sense that the field was wide 
open, anyone could take the honours. 

The golf did  not disappoint. 
After a day of some fabulous 
play, it was Karan Brown who 
emerged victorious, 
producing an excellent round 
to lead the field. Close behind 
was Kiera Probert, firmly 
keeping the pressure on, 

while Captain Rhiannon O’Sullivan rounded off the top three. 

Sunday morning arrived 
gently… for some more than 
others. A few players may 
have been feeling slightly 
under-par before even 
reaching the first tee, but 
once again the competitive 
spirit kicked in and the golf 
followed suit. Kiera Probert 
built on her strong first day, 

stepping it up a gear to take top spot this time around. 
Jovita Juchniene claimed a well-deserved second 
place, with the ever-reliable Alison Williams coming 
home in third place.  

All in all, it was a fabulous trip, full of laughter, great 
food and company, competitive golf, and just enough 
mystery to ensure certain stories grow a little richer 
with each retelling.  

Very well organised, hugely enjoyed, and a massive well done to Rhiannon for 
delivering an away day that will be talked about for some time… though 
possibly not all in public. 
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Seniors Spring Cup Away Day – Milford Haven 

Friday 8th May 

After months of meticulous planning, 
countless phone calls, and no small 
amount of organisation, the moment 
finally arrived for one of the Seniors’ 
highlights of the season, the Spring Cup 
Away Day. Destination: Milford Haven. 
Expectations were high, spirits were lively, 
and one prized trophy was very much up for grabs. 

Early on Friday morning, some 60 hopeful Seniors 
set off by coach and car towards the Pembrokeshire 
coast, all sharing a single objective, to conquer the 
course and return to Mond Valley with the coveted 
Spring Cup. As the coastline came into view, Milford 
Haven did not disappoint. Sweeping views across 
the estuary, shimmering water catching the light, 
and boats gliding past created a postcard-perfect 
backdrop, one that threatened to distract even the 
most focused competitor. 

Thankfully, the rain stayed away, and so did the 
coastal breeze, so it was sure to be a great day. It 
was one of those days where club selection 
required thought, judgement, and sometimes a 
quiet word with yourself. The course itself was 
presented in excellent condition, a real credit to the 
greenkeeping staff, but it quickly became clear that 
success would depend on sensible course 
management.  

As groups began to filter back into the clubhouse, 
tales of heroics and heartbreak flowed freely. There were stories of putts that 
glided bast the lip of the hole, only to end up 8-foot past. Whoever mastered 
the greens were going to be up there! 
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Huw Evans came in with a very respectable 35 points 
and must have thought he was in with a shout. 
However, as the scorecards continued to come in, it 
became clear that someone had managed his game 
better than the rest, and that was Neil Williams. His 
39 points proved uncatchable, securing him top spot 
and the Spring Cup trophy.   

 

 

With the golf concluded and the formalities done, attention turned to the 
return journey, and to celebrating the day in true Seniors Section style. The 
coach ride home echoed with laughter, and stories that grew better with every 
mile. The atmosphere remained lively right up until the bus pulled into the 
Mond Valley car park, bringing a thoroughly enjoyable day to a fitting close. 
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A massive thanks to everyone who took part and contributed to such a 
successful away day. Special appreciation must go to the committee members 
whose efforts ensured everything ran seamlessly from start to finish. And a 
particular mention for Ray Marshall, whose stand-out organisational skills were 
instrumental in making the day such a smooth and enjoyable occasion for all.  
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Mond Valley Men’s 1st Team vs Coed y Mwstwr            

7th May - Away 

After gaining promotion last year, our men’s First Team travelled away to 
Coed-y-Mwstwr with enough confidence to fill a coach… and still have room 
for belief, ambition, and a few quiet expectations. And that confidence showed 
early on. 

The ever-reliable Jones brothers, Nathan and Rhoss, picked up exactly where 
they left off last season, winning their opening match in convincing fashion and 
setting an early marker. However, Johnny Rees and Lee Williams found the 
home side’s steady consistency a step too far on the day, and their match 
slipped away, bringing the overall score back level. 

With honours even, all eyes turned to the final pairing of Jason Jones and Huw 
Jones, locked in a tense, absorbing contest that never allowed either side 
breathing space. As they stood on the 18th tee, Mond Valley held a slender 
1-up advantage, seemingly on course for a famous away win. But golf, as ever, 
had one last twist. A cruel three-putt on the final green opened the door, and 
Coed-y-Mwstwr seized the moment, securing a par to win the hole and force a 
share of the spoils. 

A hard-fought contest, decided by the finest of margins, and a performance 
that shows this newly promoted side more than belongs at this level. 

Men’s 1st team v Swansea Bay – Away 11th May 

The first win came at Swansea Bay in an extremely tight encounter. All three 

teams were down on the 9th,  but the old Mond Valley resolve came through 

strong. The first two matches went right to the wire, ending on the 18th and 

Mond Valley walking away with the two points necessary to take the win.  

A 2-1 victory away from home is a fabulous result  

On a side note, Rhoss and Nathan were entered to represent Mond Valley in 

the  Victory Shield knock out competition. They drew Morriston in the first 

round playing at Pontardawe golf course (neutral ground). Unfortunately they 

lost their match, which we will put down to early season winter rust. Both 
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these lads have been exceptional over the past 12 months and have won 10 

matches on the bounce in the league. Unlucky lads. 

 

Men’s 2nd Team                                                                   
A Bright Start followed by a Bump in the Road 

Our Men’s Second Team have made an encouraging start to their 

campaign this May, opening with a well-earned home victory before 

being brought back down to earth in their first away fixture. Two 

matches in, and their story is already one of promise and lessons 

learned. 

The season began on the 5th of May under near-perfect conditions at 

Mond Valley. Bathed in warm spring sunshine, the course looked every 

inch the formidable yet inviting stage for the team’s opening contest 

against Llantrisant, and the players rose to the occasion with a great 

performance. 

There was a sense of fresh beginnings as Rhidian Edwards and Paul 

Jones stepped onto the first tee for their debuts. The pair traded blows 

with their opponents in a match that refused to give an inch. In the end, 

it was heartbreak on the 18th green as Llantrisant just edged them out. 

Despite the loss, their performance spoke volumes… This is a pairing that 

looks set to deliver this season. 

Any early nerves were quickly steadied by the ever-reliable partnership 

of Neil O’Sullivan and Kevin Morgan. Calm, controlled, and quietly 

clinical, they methodically dismantled their opponents with a polished 

4&3 victory.  

Then came the finishing flourish. Nick Creaser and Rhys Jones produced 

an authoritative display, taking control from the outset and never 

loosening their grip. Their 5&4 win sealed the match, and a 2-1 victory 

was secured. 
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Fast forward to the 13th of May, and a short trip to Swansea Bay offered 

a very different test, and a very different outcome. Sometimes in golf, the 

margins simply don’t fall your way, and this was one of those days where 

the things never quite clicked. 

Neil O’Sullivan and Kevin Morgan, so assured just a week earlier, found 

themselves on the wrong side of a 4&3 result. Rhidian Edwards and Paul 

Jones had a tougher outing, going down 6&5, while Martyn Jones and 

Gareth Ruffell battled gamely but ultimately succumbed 4&3. 

The scores, in truth, told a slightly harsher story than the effort deserved. 

Conditions at Swansea Bay were a far cry from the pristine fairways of 

Mond Valley, and perhaps it served as a reminder of just how lucky we 

are at Mond Valley. 

There is no doubting the talent in this group and they look to bounce 

back with a trip to The Grove early in June. 
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Quartz Team 

The new season began with a testing trip to Pennard, but more importantly, it 
marked the beginning of something refreshingly encouraging for Mond Valley’s 
Quartz team,  the arrival of new faces eager to wear the club colours. 

It was fantastic to see five or six newcomers stepping forward, bringing fresh 
energy and enthusiasm to the side. With Ty Morgan and Ceri Morcome making 
their first-ever appearances, there was a real sense of a new chapter unfolding.  

Pennard, as ever, proved a stern test on their home soil. The course always 
demands precision, patience, and a bit of luck, and while every match was 
close, it was the hosts who found the key moments when it mattered most. 
Their experience edged them ahead in a match that could have easily swung 
the other way. 

That said, Mond Valley were far from overawed. There was plenty of promise 
throughout the team. Rhys Jones and Gareth Ruffell battled hard to secure a 
half, but the final score went in favour of Pennard, the margins told their own 
story. This was no one-sided affair, but rather a closely fought contest decided 
by fine margins. 

It was good to see new players step up and integrate into the team to 
represent Mond Valley. I have a feeling that this blend of fresh talent guided by 
a sprinkle of experience will see this Quartz team looking forward to the year 
ahead with a great deal of optimism. I for one look forward to watching how 
they progress this season.  
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Ladies’ 1st Team Show Early Promise in New Division 

The Ladies’ 1st Team kicked off their new season on 2nd May with confidence 
and plenty of belief, and they delivered in style with an impressive 4–1 home 
victory over Cotterell Park. 

After earning promotion last season, this opening fixture carried real 
significance. First matches can test nerves as much as ability, particularly when 
stepping up a division, but from the opening tee it was clear that the Mond 
Valley ladies were ready for the challenge. A calm, purposeful approach and 
some excellent golf allowed the team to apply early pressure, matching their 
opponents hole for hole and gradually asserting control as the match 
developed. 

That composure translated into a series of well-earned results and, ultimately, 
a convincing win. The 4–1 scoreline was about more than just points on the 
board, it sent an early message that this team belongs at the higher level and 
provided a confidence boost to build upon as the season unfolds. 

They were back in action on 7th May with a demanding away fixture at 
Mountain Ash. The course provided a tough test and as is often the case, 
playing away from home brought an added layer of difficulty. Despite a 
determined and competitive performance, Mond Valley narrowly lost out 3–2 
in a closely fought match where fine margins proved decisive. 

Taken together, the opening two fixtures paint an encouraging picture. A 
strong home win followed by a narrow away defeat on a challenging course 
shows a team adapting well to life in the new division, competing hard, and 
learning quickly. A positive start to the season that bodes well for the 
challenges ahead. 

Then on the 17th they were in action again, but this time away to Clyne, and 
came away with a significant 3-2 win. 
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Ladies’ 2nd Team v The Grove – Away 20th May 

Three weeks into May and it was time for the Ladies’ 2nd Team to step into the 
spotlight, making the trip to The Grove with a quiet determination. A gentle 
drizzle greeted the opening tees, adding a touch of theatre to proceedings, 
though the skies gradually relented as the match unfolded. 

What followed was a fiercely contested encounter that never strayed far from 
a knife-edge. Every point was battled for, trading blows across the fairways and 
greens, with momentum shifting like the grey skies above. There was little to 
separate the sides throughout, and on another day the outcome might easily 
have tilted in Mond Valley’s favour. 

In the end, however, the familiarity of home soil proved just enough to tip the 
balance, with The Grove edging the match 3½–½. The scoreline perhaps does 
not fully reflect how close the contest was, as fine margins and a handful of 
pivotal moments made all the difference. 

Despite the result, there were plenty of positives to take away. Attention now 
turns to next month and the trip to Swansea Bay, where the team will be eager 
to find their stride and build on this performance. 

 

The Mixed Ping 2nd Team 

The Ping 2nd Team made the journey to Glynhir Golf Club on 18th May, where 
they were greeted by driving wind and rain. 

Facing a strong Machynys team, 
the matches unfolded in true 
nail-biting fashion. Every pairing 
was fiercely contested, with 
none willing to give an inch. In 
fact, not a single game was 
settled early, each one going 
the distance to the 18th hole, 
and in some cases, even 
beyond, as players marched 
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back down the 1st to finally decide the outcome. 

It was golf at its most gripping: tense, determined, and played in conditions 
that tested both skill and resilience. Unfortunately, despite the team’s 
tremendous effort and fighting spirit, it was Machynys who edged the contest, 
taking the match 2½–½. 

While the result didn’t fall Mond Valley’s way, the performance was full of 
heart, grit, and plenty of promise for the fixtures ahead. 

Mary Nicholas Cup Update 

A quick update on the Mary Nicholas Competition. Jovita Juchniene and Kiera 
Probert travelled the short distance to Morriston for their away fixture and 
delivered an excellent performance in what proved to be a very closely fought 
match. 

Our pair held their nerve at key moments to secure a well-earned 2&1 victory. 

They now progress to the quarterfinals, and on behalf of everyone at Mond 
Valley, we wish them the very best of luck in the next round. 
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Mond Valley Seniors vs Coed-y-Mwstwr                   

Home, Thursday 7th May 

This home fixture against Coed-y-Mwstwr was played under glorious blue 
skies, with Mond Valley bathed in warm sunshine that hinted summer was 
finally finding its feet.  

There were pre-match concerns when Ray Jones was sadly ruled out after 
feeling unwell. But in true Mond Valley fashion, help was never far away. 
Stepping in was John Hopkins, himself not having had the smoothest run of 
late, but willingly answering the call. It was a moment that summed up the 
strength of our senior section, when one goes down, another steps forward.  

With confidence high and Mond Valley very much a fortress for the seniors, 
Ray Marshall led his team onto the course. Partnering Paul Abslom, Ray set the 
tone superbly as they stormed to an emphatic 5&3 victory, proving that the 
home side meant business. 

Mark Bater and Paul Joseph were next into the fray and found themselves in a 
real tussle. After some early pressure, they dug deep, turned the match 
around, and finished 2 up, a flying start for the hosts. 

Coed-y-Mwstwr responded well, however. Ashley Perry and John Hopkins 
battled hard but were eventually edged out on the 16th hole after a fiercely 
contested match. The away side then levelled matters when Steve Williams 
and Jeff Tomkins took their contest all the way down the 18th, only for Mond 
Valley to come up just short. Suddenly, the match was all square. 

Momentum swung back our way thanks to a commanding display from Tony 
Thomas and Phil Joseph, who delivered a polished 4&3 win. Not far behind, 
Martyn Jones and Mike Jones ground out a gritty and at times fiery, 2-hole 
victory in what can only be described as a feisty encounter. 

Just when it seemed Mond Valley had one hand on the match, came the 
surprise of the day. Terry Legg and Bryn Roberts, usually as solid as they come, 
lost a tight battle on the 17th hole, setting up a fittingly dramatic finale. 

All eyes then fell on the final pairing of Jeff Lancy and Mike Cornish. With the 
match on the line, they responded in the best possible way with an utterly 
dominant 5&4 win that removed all doubt and sealed the match in style. 
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The final score: Mond Valley Seniors 5 – 3 Coed-y-Mwstwr. 
A fine team performance on a beautiful day, exactly what senior golf at Mond 
Valley is all about.  

Home to Rhondda – 14th May  

This is one fixture where we look forward to receiving our friends from 

Rhondda Golf Club. Rain during the morning quickly disappeared to leave blue 

skies leaving a challenging breeze to tend with. 

A confident home team teed off as usual with our captain Ray Marshall who 

teamed up with Mike Cornish to set the standard, and set it they did. On a 

closely fought match they came away 2&1 winners 

The second match was an amazing encounter where Mark Bater and Iain 

McTaggart found themselves 4 down after only 5 holes. But steady play and 

some inspirational putting slowly clawed them back. On the last it took a 15 

foot putt to tie the hole and half the match. 

Jeff Lancy and Chris Evans were next, and what a daunting task! One of their 

opponents had 32 shots, but some great play from the pair resulted in a home 

win 2&1. 

Then came the performance of the day, as a solid start from Alan Sullivan, and 

some inspirational play from Steve Williams who chipped in for a 3 on the 5th 

saw them come in winners 7&5. This was closely followed by another two wins 

from the pairings of Huw Evans and Neil Cullen, who won 3&2, and Mike Felton 

and Terry Legg who won 5&3. 
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Tony Thomas partnered by Bryn Roberts lost their match 2&3, but by then the 

match was already won. Finally Craig Davies and Paul Absalom came in with a 

strong 5&3 win. Rumour has it that Craig had a really strong round.  

Overall score Mond Valley 6½ - 1½ Rhondda.  

Mountain Ash Away 20th May  

With the senior fixtures coming thick and fast, Seniors faced their next 
challenge with an away trip to Mountain Ash, a course that would prove as 
testing as it is enjoyable. 

From the outset, it was clear the home side held the advantage. The opening 
four pairs battled hard but struggled to gain a foothold, each returning 
knowing they had given everything, only to find the course and conditions just 
tipping the balance in Mountain Ash’s favour. 

The tide briefly turned with the fifth pairing of Gary Barnfather and Bryn 
Roberts, who produced an excellent 2&1 victory. Their win was sealed in 
spectacular style, with Gary delivering a stunning eagle two on the infamous 
“Heart Attack” 5th hole, a moment of real quality and most definitely the 
highlight of the day. 

That spark carried into the next match, where Paul Absolom, still unbeaten this 
season, and his partner Ieuan Jones were in formidable form. The pair swept 
aside their opponents with an emphatic 6&5 win, showing wining away is not 
an impossible task. 

Unfortunately, the final two pairings were unable to add to the tally, leaving 
Mond Valley to reflect on a challenging afternoon. 

The final scoreline read Mountain Ash 6 – 2 Mond Valley, but the result only 
tells part of the story. It was a tough test on a demanding course, one that was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all, and certainly one the team will be eager to revisit 
and conquer next time. 
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South Wales Senior Classic 

The Senior South Wales Classic A team were back in action at The Grove on 

Monday 18th May as the pairings of Iain McTaggart & Martyn Jones, Chris Evans 

& Tony Thomas, and Peter Bound and Mark Bater hoped to make amends 

following their defeat at Haverfordwest just one month before. 

Although the team were confident, they were given a lesson in matchplay by 

an opposition who truly exceeded their own expectations.  

Despite giving away a generous helping of shots, Martyn and Iain felt 

reasonably assured that experience and consistency might carry them through. 

Unfortunately, their opposition, Rhys and Alan, had clearly struck a bargain 

with the golfing gods . Alan, seemed to reel off pars as though they were the 

easiest things in the world, making a mockery of both handicap and the natural 

order. Ten pars in thirteen holes laying off an 18 handicap left our guys 

needing birdies to merely hold on, The result a convincing win for the home 

team 5&4. 

Back in the clubhouse, it seemed the same golfing gods had made their 
decision early. Tales from the other matches carried a familiar theme. Chris 
and Tony, along with Peter and Mark, found themselves engaged in similarly 
futile battles, falling 4&2 and 4&3 respectively. It was less a sporting contest 
and more a coordinated obliteration. 

We wish The Grove good luck in their Senior Classic journey, whilst our eyes 
now turn to the B team, who carry the hopes of Mond Valley forward. After 
their opening round success, we can only hope they find themselves on the 
right side of whatever mysterious forces govern these encounters. 
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The Senior Classic B Team  

Under the watchful eye of Captain Swills, the Senior Classic B team (a “B” side 

in title alone) assembled a strong lineup to face Builth Wells at Mond Valley on 

Friday 29th May. What followed was a contest so finely balanced it could have 

tipped either way until the very last putt dropped. 

Leading the charge, Neil Cullen 
and Jeff Tomkins set the tone 
in emphatic fashion sweeping 
aside their opponents with a 
crushing 6&4 victory, a win 
that echoed across the course. 

But if that match was decisive, 
the next was anything but. Paul 
Absolam and Ieuan Jones 
found themselves staring down 
the barrel at two down with 
only two holes remaining, the 

kind of situation that tests the nerve. Refusing to yield, they dug deep, clawing 
back hole by hole to salvage a hard-earned half. This never say die attitude is 
the glue that bonds this team together. 

Then came the wait. 

All attention turned to the final pairing of Bryn Roberts and Ashley Perry. As 
both teams gathered, the tension thickened. From the distance, figures 
emerged up the 18th fairway, the outcome still hanging delicately in the 
balance. It was obvious this had been a hard fought, gripping and absorbing 
battle. Every step carried the weight of the match. As the last putt went in it 
was our boys who were smiling gaining half a point that would seal the win for 
the home side. 

Captain Swills could not have been prouder. With the 2-1 result secured. He 
congratulated his team praising the entire squad, as every player has played 
their part in this journey. 
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Mond Valley Trip to Coed y Mwstwr 

Each year, a hardy band of Mond Valley members make the short pilgrimage to 
Coed y Mwstwr Golf Club for what is officially described as a friendly 
Stapleford competition, though “friendly” may be stretching the truth just a 
touch. Thanks to our reciprocal arrangement, the golf may be free but make no 
mistake, the competitive spirit is very much all-inclusive. No one makes that 
journey hoping to see someone else walk off with the spoils. 

This year’s contest was blessed with glorious summer sunshine, setting the 
perfect stage for a day of spirited rivalry, questionable excuses, and the 
occasional moment of brilliance. After much striving, sighing, and scorecard 
scrutiny, the honours were finally revealed: 

• Nearest the Pin (4th) – Iain McTaggart 
• Nearest the Pin (17th) – Jonathan Trafford 
• 3rd Place – Paul Absalom 
• 2nd Place – Andrew Rees 
• 1st Place – Iain McTaggart 

A superbly organised event, with thanks due to Mark, Bryn and Ray for 
ensuring everything ran smoothly both on and off the course. Also thanks to 
Coed Y Mwstwr who’s course was in excellent condition and a dream to play. 

And as for including this report in the newsletter… well, in the interest of full 
transparency, it’s entirely possible it might have been overlooked had the 
results fallen slightly differently. But as it stands, it would be nothing short of 
negligent to pass up such a golden opportunity for a modest bit of self-
congratulation! 
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A Marathon Effort for a Vital Cause                          
Taking on 72 Holes in 24 Hours for Prostate Cancer UK  

Mond Valley Golf Club are proud to 

support this extraordinary challenge, in 

support of Prostate Cancer UK.  

 “Jason, Scott, Charlie, Marcus and 

Dean” will be taking on the Prostate 

Cancer UK “Big Golf Race,” a nationwide 

challenge raising vital funds and 

awareness along the way.  

The Big Golf Race is a major campaign 

designed to help fund lifesaving 

research, support families affected by 

prostate cancer, and encourage early 

detection. 

If you spot them during your own round, 

or even just passing through the 

clubhouse, give them a wave, a shout of encouragement, or a friendly cheer. 

Let them know the whole club is behind them every step of the way.  

If you wish to donate you can use the CR code below: 

 

 

 

 

 

Best of luck lads, we are right behind you!  

  

 

To find out more, visit: 

https://biggolfrace.prostatecanceruk.org/fundraisin

g/scotts-fundraising 

page1733?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=dssb-

EM&utm_content=MPC  
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Reciprocal Golf Update 

We are pleased to confirm that Mond Valley Golf Club has secured another 
excellent reciprocal arrangement, this time with Mountain Ash Golf Club. 

This agreement allows our members to enjoy golf at a range of partner clubs at 
significantly reduced rates, yet another great benefit of being a Mond Valley 
member. 

Booking Conditions 

To take advantage of these offers, members must: 

• Book tee times at least 7 days in advance 
• Book via telephone directly with the host club 
• Provide their CDH number at the time of booking 

Current Reciprocal Agreements 

• Caerphilly GC  - £10   Tel: 02920 863441 
• Coed y Mwstwr GC - Free to play  Tel: 01656 864934 
• Derllys GC    - £10   Tel: 01267 211575 
• Fairwood GC  - £10–£15  Tel: 01792 299194 
• Glynhir GC   - £15   Tel: 01269 851365 
• Glynneath GC   - £10   Tel: 01639 722627 
• Garnant GC    - £10   Tel: 01269 824121 
• Mountain Ash GC  - £15   Tel: 01443 479450 

Important Member Reminder 

While these arrangements provide excellent value, they rely on mutual trust 
and respect between clubs. We have received feedback from partner clubs 
regarding members booking tee times and failing to attend and members 
arriving with guests. 

To protect these agreements, please remember, if you can no longer attend a 
booked tee time, you must contact the host club directly to cancel. Reciprocal 
arrangements are strictly for Mond Valley members only. Failure to follow 
these guidelines may put these valued partnerships at risk. By respecting these 
arrangements, you help ensure that all members can continue to enjoy these 
excellent benefits. 
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Mond Valley Musing Festival – 30th May 

Mond Valley far more than a golf club. It is a place of shared moments, and 
occasionally, when the weather gods are kind, a stage for something rather 
special. This year, in a burst of enthusiasm (or perhaps daring ambition), we 
committed ourselves to not one, but two outdoor music festivals. The first 
arrived on the 30th of May… and what a way it was to begin. 

With this opening festival designed to appeal to many of our 
senior members, it felt only fitting that the day should begin 
with a familiar and much-loved double act. Senior Captain 
Ray Marshall, alongside his partner in musical mischief, 
Alun, took to the stage at 4:30pm. As their opening notes 
drifted across the course, a small gathering soon grew, as if 
drawn in by an invisible thread. Like a musical pied piper, 
they set the tone perfectly for an afternoon that would 
steadily gather both momentum and magic. 

Next up, Flashback, a four-piece band with a talent to unlock 
memories as they took us on a nostalgic journey through the sounds of the 
60s, 70s and 80s. Their instrumental set transported the crowd back through 
the decades, each tune a reminder of times gone by, and the atmosphere grew 
warmer with every note. 

As the day settled into its stride and the crowd 
continued to swell, Deano Martini brought a smooth, 
soulful energy that lifted the festival 
into full swing. By now, Mond Valley 
was alive with chatter, laughter, and 
music. It was so good to see Mond 
Valley alive! 

Then came Kirsten Orsborn, whose 
dazzling vocals elevated the occasion still further. The sun 
continued to shine as her voice carried effortlessly across 
the grounds, adding a touch of elegance and emotion to an 
already vibrant day. 
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And just when it 
seemed the festival had 
reached its peak, the 
grand finale delivered 
one last flourish. Ray 
and Alun returned to 
the stage, joining 
Flashback for a rousing 
medley that had the 
crowd on their feet, 
dancing and singing 

well into the evening, the perfect ending to a truly memorable day. 

Of course, days like this 
do not happen by 
chance. Behind the 
music, the laughter, 
and the atmosphere 
lies an enormous 
amount of effort, and it 
would be remiss not to 
recognise those who 
made it all possible: 

• To everyone who answered the call to set up the venue , the gazebos, 
tables and chairs transformed the space into something truly welcoming 
and ready for the occasion. 

• To raffle maestros Peter and Adie, whose efforts help keep the music 
playing by supporting the artists. 

• To Martine, Mel and Josh, our tireless trio of superheroes, who worked 
relentlessly throughout the day (perhaps next time we’ll reinforce the 
drinks front downstairs!). 

•  To Alison for opening the shop and keeping the beer cans flowing. It 
made a real difference and took the pressure off the bar staff. 

• To Ray Marshall, whose organisation, enthusiasm and contacts were 
instrumental in bringing the lineup together. 

• And finally, to everyone who came along. These events are created for 
you, and your support is what brings them to life. 

But there’s no time to rest just yet… 



29 
 

Music will return on Captain’s Day, just around the corner, and before long 
we’ll be gearing up for our second Music @ The Mond Festival on 18th July, 
where an even livelier lineup and outstanding performances are already 
waiting in the wings. 

If this first festival was anything to go by, we’re in for something special! 
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