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Editor’s Note 

Firstly, thank you for your patience 
following last month's newsletter, which 
was published a little earlier than usual. As 
a result, this edition is packed with 
additional updates as we catch up on the 
many events, competitions and team 
matches that took place towards the end of 
June and throughout July. 

And what a busy and exciting few weeks it 
has been. 

Mond Valley has been a hive of activity, with something happening almost 
every day. Our teams have continued to represent the club with distinction, 
while both the Ladies’ and Captain’s charity events have brought members 
together in support of causes that mean so much to us all. July also saw the 
Senior Section stage their Summer Cup, providing plenty of competitive golf 
and memorable moments along the way. 

Our Open Days have once again been a tremendous success. Hundreds of 
visitors have discovered what many of us already know, that Mond Valley is 
one of golf’s hidden gems. From our challenging narrow fairways to the warm 
welcome offered by our staff and members, the feedback received from 
visiting golfers has been nothing short of exceptional. It is always pleasing to 
hear others recognise the qualities that make our club so special. 

You may also notice a few new faces around the clubhouse this summer. We 
say farewell and thank you to Angharad for all her hard work, and welcome 
Rose to her new role in the pro shop. From her first days at the club, she has 
already made a positive impression and looks set to become a valued member 
of the team. It is also wonderful to see Cattie and Catrine back behind the bar, 
ensuring members and visitors alike continue to receive the friendly service, 
warm smiles and good humour for which Mond Valley is renowned. 

On a personal note, as Entertainment Secretary, it has been particularly 
rewarding to see the continued success of our music festivals. The first event in 
May exceeded expectations, and the second, held on 18 July, was even bigger 
and better. The glorious weather certainly helped, but the real reason for their 
success has been the fantastic support shown by our members, volunteers and 
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performers. This success has encouraged us to place another outdoor music 
event in the diary, so make note of the 29th of August 2026, come along and 
enjoy the day. 

Before you work your way through this month's edition, I would like to take a 
moment to recognise the people who often go unnoticed. Successful golf 
competitions, Open Days, charity events, social evenings and entertainment do 
not happen by accident. Behind every event is a team of dedicated volunteers, 
committee members, organisers, staff and supporters who freely give their 
time and energy to make Mond Valley the thriving club it is today. 

Many of their efforts take place behind the scenes and away from the 
spotlight, yet they are the people who give up their time freely to keep the 
club running smoothly. Their contribution is invaluable and deserves our 
sincere appreciation. 

Thank you to everyone who has supported the club over the past few months, 
whether by playing, volunteering, organising or simply turning up to enjoy the 
events on offer. 

Happy golfing, 
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This month's Newsletter Welcome comes from Paul Jones, who has recently 
joined the Management Board at Mond Valley. Paul brings with him a wealth 
of business experience, fresh ideas, and a genuine passion for both golf and 
continuous improvement. Taking up the role of Vice Chairman, Paul will play an 
important part in helping shape the future of our club.  

 

Welcome from Paul Jones 

Hello everyone, 

What an exciting time it is to be part of 
Mond Valley Golf Club. 

Although I am relatively new to golf, having 
only taken up the game in 2023, it has 

quickly become a huge part of my life. Like 
many golfers, I caught the bug almost 

immediately and have never looked back. I love the 
challenge, discipline and determination that the game demands, and I am 
constantly striving to improve. Bringing my handicap down to 6.9 so quickly 
has been a proud achievement, but anyone who knows me will tell you that I 
am never one to stand still. There is always another target to aim for and 
another level to reach. 

Away from the golf course, I live in Clydach and have two beautiful children Tia 
21 and Dafydd 19.  

I have been running my own successful business since 2009. As Managing 
Director of Alpha Safety, an Adult Learning Company, I’ve always had a passion 
to help people and wanting people to learn and to grow. I have spent many 
years developing teams, improving standards and helping organisations 
achieve their goals. I am passionate about doing things properly, maintaining 
high standards, and finding innovative ways to improve performance. 

Those same principles are what attracted me to become more involved at 
Mond Valley. I see a club with enormous potential, a committed membership 
and a dedicated team of volunteers who are working tirelessly to move us 
forward. My hope is that I can bring my experience, enthusiasm and fresh 
ideas to help support that journey. 
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I would love to see Mond Valley become recognised as one of the best golf 
clubs in South Wales. That ambition may be a bold one, but every success 
starts with a clear vision. Following a discussion with our Chairman, Adrian 
Jones, during a round of golf, I was delighted to accept the vacant position of 
Vice Chairman and become part of the team working to turn that vision into 
reality. 

As a side note, I’ve recently qualified as a Community Golf Instructor so from 
next year I shall be helping to support future juniors. 

One of the things that has impressed me most since joining Mond Valley is the 
noticeable improvement to the golf course. The hard work of our greenkeeping 
team and volunteers is becoming increasingly evident. However, whilst the 
condition of the course is hugely important, so too are the first impressions we 
create for members and visitors alike.  

The biggest challenge is change. People need to understand that we need to 
improve our standards and respect the course. We all need to work together 
to improve Mond Valley Golf Club, whether it’s making significant commitment 
or simply picking up a discarded plastic bottle and placing it in the bin. 

I want members to take pride in Mond Valley, and I’m sure if we all pull 
together the rest will take care of itself. 

I look forward to meeting many more of you around the course over the 
coming months and working alongside you as we continue to build an exciting 
future for Mond Valley Golf Club. 

Paul Jones 
Vice Chairman, Mond Valley Golf Club 
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Mond Valley Ladies Open  
Saturday 4th July 2026 

What a fantastic day it was at Mond Valley Golf Club as we proudly hosted the 
Mond Valley Ladies Open. 

Events like these don't happen by chance, and a huge amount of hard work 
goes on behind the scenes to ensure everything runs smoothly. Our sincere 
thanks go to everyone who helped make the day such a success. Special thanks 
to Club Captain Paul Wheatley, who carried out the role of starter, and to Jen 
and Liz, who did a wonderful job welcoming competitors and managing the 
registration desk throughout the day. 

It was fantastic to welcome players from across South Wales and beyond, with 
teams representing Swansea Bay, Tenby, Pontardawe, Clyne, Garnant and 
Derllys Court, alongside our own Mond Valley ladies. The course was filled with 
great golf, friendly competition and plenty of laughter, creating a wonderful 
atmosphere from start to finish. 

Results: 

Home Teams –  

¶ 1st Place – Julie Davies, Ira Jenkins & Frances Davies – 82 points (won on 
countback) 

¶ 2nd Place – Jean Griffiths, Sue Gibbs 
& Linda Evans – 82 points 

 

Visitor Teams: 

¶ 1st Place – Lynne Campbell, Beverley 
Palmer & Mandy Jones (Tenby Golf 
Club) – 84 points 

¶ 2nd Place – Sharon Jeffries, Rhian 
Jones & Jo Grinter (Pontardawe Golf Club) – 81 points 

Congratulations to all our winners and thank you to every player who travelled 
to Mond Valley and contributed to such a memorable occasion. 
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It was a pleasure to welcome so many golfers to Mond Valley, and we thank 
everyone for helping create such a friendly and enjoyable atmosphere 
throughout the day. 
 
 

Mond Valley Seniors Open Day 2026                     
Monday 6th July 2026 

Mond Valley Golf Club was delighted to welcome a superb field of golfers for 
this year's Seniors Open Day, with an impressive 164 competitors enjoying a 
fantastic day of golf, friendship and competition. 

The popularity of the event was demonstrated by the wide range of clubs 
represented. Players travelled from Cardigan in the west, Oxford in the east 
and Llandrindod Wells in the north, alongside competitors from around 14 
clubs across South Wales and beyond. It was wonderful to see so many visitors 
supporting the event and enjoying everything Mond Valley has to offer. 

With the course presented in excellent condition and the weather playing its 
part, the stage was set for some outstanding scoring. 

Results: 

¶ 1st Place - Roger Jenkins & Mike Tothill (Pontypridd) – 46 points 

¶ 2nd Place - Gordon Davies & Alan Whiteman (Caerphilly) – 45 points 
(best back nine) 

¶ 3rd Place - Ian R Williams & Steve Merrick (Neath) – 45 points 

Congratulations to all our prize winners on their excellent performances. 

Events of this scale rely heavily on the support and dedication of club 
volunteers, and sincere thanks must go to everyone who contributed to the 

day's success. A special mention goes to Ray Jones, whose extensive 

planning and organisation behind the scenes ensured the event ran smoothly 
from start to finish. 

Thanks, are also due to the volunteers who assisted with registration, sold 
raffle tickets and acted as spotters around the course. Their willingness to give 
their time helped create a welcoming and enjoyable experience for all 
competitors. 
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The club would also like to recognise the tremendous efforts of our 
greenkeeping team, who once again presented the course to a very high 
standard, drawing many favourable comments from visiting golfers throughout 
the day. Equally, our thanks go to the clubhouse staff, whose warm welcome 
and hospitality helped ensure that visitors left with a positive impression of 
Mond Valley Golf Club. 

Most importantly, thank you to every golfer who entered and supported the 
event. Your continued support is what makes days like these possible, and we 
hope everyone enjoyed their visit. 

Another successful Seniors Open has now been added to the calendar, and 
with such excellent support and positive feedback, we look forward to 
welcoming returning and new competitors alike in the years ahead. 

 

Mond Valley Seniors’ Summer Cup 

The Mond Valley Seniors’ Summer Cup took place on 10 July at the picturesque 
Woodlake Park Golf Club, a venue blessed with stunning scenery and 
breathtaking views across the surrounding countryside. While a few members 
made their own way to the course, most took advantage of the coach 
transport provided. After negotiating a series of winding country lanes that 
seemed more suited to farm vehicles than a 52-seat coach, everyone arrived 
safely and in good spirits, ready for the challenge ahead. 
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The course itself was presented in excellent condition and provided a true test 
of golf. Tight fairways, undulating terrain, and strategically placed hazards 
demanded concentration throughout. However, the greatest challenge of the 
day was not the golf course, it was the weather. 

On what felt like the hottest day of the year, temperatures soared and even 
the shortest walk seemed a little longer than usual. Those fortunate enough to 
secure a buggy were undoubtedly the envy of many, while the rest tackled the 
rugged, hilly terrain on foot. By the back nine, the battle against the heat was 
proving just as demanding as the battle against the course. Speaking 
personally, I found it a little too hot for golf, and judging by some of the weary 
faces making their way up the 18th fairway, I wasn't alone! 

As players finally completed their rounds, a steady procession headed towards 
the clubhouse, where much-needed showers became the most sought-after 
attraction of the day. It is rumoured that more than one member turned the 
temperature control all the way to "Arctic" before emerging refreshed, 
rejuvenated, and only slightly less sticky than when they arrived. 

Following a superb meal and a few well-earned cold drinks, attention turned to 
the prize presentation. 

The standout performance of the day 

came from Phil Joseph, who claimed 

the Summer Cup with a magnificent 40 
points. It was a winning score that left 
the chasing pack trailing in his wake, with 
no challenger managing to get within 

four points of the champion. 

The Super Senior Trophy was awarded to 

Nevil Jones, whose excellent score of 

36 points earned him top honours in the 
over-70 category. 
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As always, not all the prizes were quite so eagerly sought after. The recipient of 
the infamous "Lousy Golfer Award" was Rob Hill, whose 22 points secured him 
a distinction he was probably reluctant to accept. There was, however, some 
suggestion that an even lower score may have gone unrecorded. One 
unnamed member of my fourball was allegedly witnessed discreetly destroying 

his scorecard before the officials could inspect it. 
Whilst I would never dream of revealing his identity, I 
can confirm his first name may or may not be Bryn! 
For legal reasons, I should also add that photographic 
evidence may exist... 

Joking aside, the day was another tremendous success 
and a great example of what makes the Mond Valley 

Seniors such an enjoyable group to be part of. The combination of good golf, 
good company, plenty of laughter, and a venue that tested both golfing ability 
and cardiovascular fitness made for a memorable outing. 

A huge thank you goes to everyone involved in organising the trip, from 
arranging the transport and competition to ensuring everything ran smoothly 
throughout the day. Woodlake Park proved to be a fantastic host, even if the 
hills and the heat may have pushed a few of us a little closer to our limits than 
we'd have liked! 

Congratulations to all the prize winners and thank you to everyone who helped 
make the 2026 Seniors' Summer Cup another day to remember.  
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Club Captain’s Weekend 10th/11th July 2026 

Sometimes the golfing gods smile upon us, and they certainly did during this 
year’s Captain’s Weekend. On Friday 10th and Saturday 11th July, Mond Valley 
was bathed in glorious sunshine, with clear blue skies and temperatures that 
would not have looked out of place in the Mediterranean. 

Once again a huge thank 
you must go to the 
clubhouse team, whose 
hard work ensured 
everyone was superbly 
looked after throughout 
the event. Their efforts, 
together with those of 
the many volunteers who 

helped behind the scenes, played a major part 
in making the weekend such a success. 

While some members found the conditions a 
little challenging, others seemed to thrive in 
the tropical heat. A total of 121 members took 
part across the two days, all competing for the 
prestigious Captain’s Day honours. 

When the scorecards were finally counted, it was Mond Valley’s very own 
Peter Pan who emerged victorious.  Defying both the years and the soaring 

temperatures, Peter Williams came in with an impressive 40 points to take 

the title on countback. Nigel Bartlett also finished on 40 points to claim 

second place, while Oscar Potts secured third place with an excellent 39 

points. 

As always, Captain’s Day was about far more than just the golf. The course was 
buzzing with activity throughout Saturday, none more popular than the 
challenge on the 6th hole, where members attempted to get closer to the pin 

than professional Dean Davies. Dean treated players to a masterclass in 

shot-making, with his now-famous baseball swing technique repeatedly 
launching balls effortlessly towards the heart of the green. It was both 
entertaining and slightly demoralising for those trying to match him! 
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The refreshments station at the 9th hole once again proved a welcome sight 
for weary golfers. Peter and his team of willing volunteers kept everyone 
supplied with much-needed drinks, while Club Captain Paul Wheatley took on 
the role of roving host, emulating Ryder Cup Captain Sevi Ballesteros driving 
his buggy around the course to ensure no player was left suffering in the heat.  

The prize winners in the special competitions were: 

¶ Nearest the Pin (6th): Mark Howells 
¶ Nearest the Pin (8th): Paul Morgan 
¶ Nearest the Pin (13th): Jason Davies 
¶ Nearest the Pin (15th): Vivian Webb 
¶ Longest Drive: Jason M. Jones 

Jason’s winning drive was a tremendous strike and one that would have taken 
some beating on any day. 

The entertainment continued into the evening 
when Dean Davies once again showcased his 
incredible talent with a display of trick shots from 
the 1st tee. Volunteers bravely stepped forward (or 
should I say pushed forward) to assist, placing a 
remarkable amount of trust on Dean’s accuracy. 
Thankfully, all participants survived the experience, 
although a few may had had their hearts in their mouths at times 

As the sun began to set over Mond Valley, members gathered to enjoy an 
evening of music from Nathan Jones, whose performance provided the perfect 
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soundtrack to a fantastic day. The sound of his guitar echoed across the course 
long into the evening as friends reflected on a memorable weekend of golf, fun 
and laughter. 

Most importantly, Captain’s Weekend was held in support of the Jacob Crane 
Foundation. Thanks to the generosity of our members and guests, around 
£1,000 was raised during the event. This is a wonderful achievement and a 
fitting tribute to a charity that continues to do such valuable work. 

Congratulations to all of our winners, thank you to everyone who participated, 
and a special thank you to Captain Paul Wheatley for organising a truly 
memorable weekend that perfectly captured the spirit of Mond Valley Golf 
Club. 

Just wanted to plug the photographer who attended the 
Captain’s Day. Find him on Facebook. He is available for all 
types of photography so if you’re on the lookout for a 
good photographer, give him a try: 

MAC In-Sight Photography 

Tel: 07811 129357 

   Email: macinsightphotography@gmail.com 
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Exciting News for Mond Valley Golf Club 

We are delighted to share some fantastic news with members that represents 
another significant milestone in Mond Valley Golf Club's journey and a clear 
example of the opportunities being created through our transition to a 
Community Interest Company (CIC). 

One of the key ambitions behind becoming a CIC was to unlock access to a 
wider range of funding opportunities that would allow us to invest in the 
future of the club, improve facilities for members and visitors, and create a 
more sustainable future for Mond Valley. We are pleased to announce that 
those ambitions are already becoming a reality. 

Following a successful Grant Application to Wales Golf, Mond Valley has been 
awarded £19,400 to support improvements to clubhouse accessibility and 
disabled facilities. This excellent news has been further enhanced by additional 
funding from Awards for All, which has awarded the club a further £20,000. 
Together, these grants will allow us to begin Phase 1 of our clubhouse 
refurbishment project, with work currently planned to commence at the end of 
September/early October once the main summer golfing season has 
concluded. 

These improvements will make the clubhouse more welcoming and accessible 
for everyone, ensuring that members, visitors and community groups can 
enjoy the facilities comfortably and safely. Improving accessibility is not only 
the right thing to do, but also an important investment in ensuring Mond 
Valley remains an inclusive venue that can be enjoyed by all. 

The successful funding of Phase 1 is just the beginning. 

Plans are already being developed for Phase 2, which aims to transform the 
clubhouse even further. Ambitious proposals include providing a lift to enable 
disabled access, extending the kitchen facilities, relocating the bar to a more 
practical position, and reconfiguring the layout to increase seating capacity 
within the function room. These changes would greatly enhance the 
experience for members while also creating new opportunities to attract 
external events, functions and community activities, generating valuable 
revenue that can be reinvested back into the club. 

To bring these plans to fruition, significant funding will be required, and work 
has already started on developing the next Grant Application. 
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A huge amount of credit must go to Club Chairman Adie 
Jones, whose vision, dedication and hard work have 

been instrumental in establishing relationships and 
partnerships that have made these grant applications 
possible. His efforts, together with those of the 
committee and volunteers who continue to work 
tirelessly behind the scenes, are helping to shape an 

exciting future for Mond Valley. 

These latest successes build upon a remarkable period of 
investment and development at the club. Over the past two years members 
have already seen significant improvements, including the installation of new 
practice nets, enhancements to the ladies' changing rooms, the introduction of 
boreholes to improve course irrigation and the installation of solar power 
systems to help reduce operating costs and improve environmental 
sustainability. 

Each of these projects has contributed towards strengthening the club both on 
and off the course. Improved facilities enhance the experience for members, 
while investments in infrastructure and sustainability help reduce ongoing 
costs and create a stronger financial foundation for the future. 

There is still plenty of work ahead, but there is no doubt that Mond Valley Golf 
Club continues to move in the right direction. With further improvements on 
the horizon and exciting plans taking shape.  
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Team Match Updates: 

1st Team – Men’s 

It has been another busy and competitive spell for Mond Valley's Men’s 1st 
Team, with league fixtures, county competitions and knockout golf all 
providing plenty of drama along the way. 

The team’s league campaign has continued to be fiercely contested. A superb 
home performance against Swansea Bay saw Mond Valley record an 
impressive 2½-½ victory, controlling the match from start to finish and 
demonstrating the quality that has been evident throughout the season. That 
was followed by a difficult visit to Pennard, where the home side made full use 
of local knowledge and claimed a 2½-½ win, ensuring Mond Valley returned 
home empty-handed despite another determined display. 

As the season enters its closing stages, promotion remains a challenging 
prospect, but not an impossible one. The team know they will need results 
elsewhere to fall in their favour, yet there is still a faint glimmer of hope. Golf 
has a habit of producing surprises, and Mond Valley will continue fighting until 
the final putt of the campaign is holed. 

Cup competitions have delivered both excitement and heartbreak. In a closely 
fought knockout encounter against Pennard, the Mond Valley trio of Leighton 
Morgan, Nick Creaser and Huw Jones gave an excellent account of themselves 
but narrowly fell to a 2-1 defeat. It was one of those matches where fine 
margins proved decisive and the result could easily have gone the other way. 

The drama continued in the Welsh Team Championship, where spectators 
were treated to one of the most thrilling contests of the season. Jason 
narrowly missed out in the opening match before Nathan responded superbly 
to level proceedings. Pennard regained the advantage when Howard lost his 
match, only for Lee to produce an excellent performance and once again 
restore parity at 2-2. 

The entire tie then rested on the shoulders of Rhoss, whose consistency and 
reliability have been a cornerstone of the side's campaign. Taking his match all 
the way to the 18th hole, he battled superbly under pressure, but despite his 
efforts Pennard edged the decisive game, handing Mond Valley a 
heartbreaking 3-2 defeat in a contest that could scarcely have been closer. 
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There were mixed fortunes in the County competitions. In the County Singles, 
Zac's run came to an end against Coed-y-Mwstwr, while Paul Jones lost to St 
Athan. However, there was much brighter news in the County Doubles. 
Although Leighton Morgan and Jason Jenkins exited the competition, the 
pairing of Jason Jenkins and Martyn Jones progressed impressively. After 
receiving a first-round bye, they produced an excellent 2&1 victory over 
Llanishen to secure their place in the next round against Wenvoe, which was 
played on Tuesday the 21st of July. The match could have gone either way but a 
mistake on 16th and 17th left it all to play for on the18th. Unfortunately, Mond 
Valley missed the birdie putt on the 18th which would have taken it to a sudden 
death. Congratulations must go to Wenvoe who held their nerve in the closing 
holes. 

The next challenge came on 15 July, when Mond Valley welcomed 
Southerndown in a fixture with significant implications for their promotion 
hopes. Every match was close, with every point carrying added importance. 

Once again, Rhoss and Nathan delivered for the team.  Jason and James 
contributed a hard-earned half point in a closely fought encounter, while 
Howard and Lee were unfortunate to come up just short in their match. 

When the final scores were tallied, the contest ended in a 1½-1½ draw. While 
a share of the spoils reflected how 
evenly matched the sides were, it was 
not quite the result Mond Valley had 
hoped for.  

The last game of the season will be on 
30th of July against Morriston, and with 
the league table very tight, we need to 
win that match and hope that other 
results to go our way.  
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2nd Team – Men’s 

The past few weeks have been a challenging but rewarding period for our 
Men’s 2nd Team, with promotion hopes on the line and several closely 
contested matches providing plenty of drama along the way. 

The team began this run of fixtures on the 30th of June with an important home 
match against Swansea Bay, knowing that every point could prove crucial. 
Mond Valley delivered when it mattered, securing a hard-fought 2–1 victory. 
Leighton Morgan and Jason produced a superb performance, cruising to an 
impressive 6&5 win and setting the tone for the afternoon. Rhys Jones and 
Gareth Ruffle were involved in a much tighter contest and, despite battling all 
the way, were edged out 3&1. With the match finely balanced, Sully and Paul 
Jones stepped up to the challenge, producing a composed display to claim a 2 
hole victory and seal a valuable win for the team. 

The momentum from that success was tested in the next fixture on the 7th of 
July away at Morriston. The scoreline ultimately didn't reflect the effort put in 
by the side, but it proved to be one of those evenings where little seemed to 
go our way. Leighton and Jason suffered a rare off day, losing on the 12th hole,  
a surprising result for a pair who have been among the team's most reliable 
performers throughout the season. Sully and Paul were locked in a fiercely 
competitive encounter that remained in the balance for much of the match 
before eventually slipping to a narrow 2-down defeat. Kev Morgan and Rhidian 
Edwards also found themselves in a tough battle, eventually losing 3&2 as 
Morriston claimed the points. 

With promotion ambitions still alive, attention then turned to a crucial away 
fixture against The Grove. Facing The Grove's strong first team on their own 
course was always going to be a difficult task, and so it proved. Despite the 
final 3–0 scoreline, all three matches were closely fought and could easily have 
swung the other way. Leighton and Jason battled hard before losing 3&1, 
Stephen Hughes and Rhidian Edwards narrowly went down 2&1, while Paul 
Jones and Osian Davies pushed their opponents all the way before losing 3&2. 

The result was undoubtedly a frustrating one and may well have ended any 
realistic hopes of promotion this season. However, there are still plenty of 
positives to take from the campaign. The team has consistently managed to 
field competitive sides throughout what has been a demanding season, 
demonstrating the commitment and strength of the squad. 
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Special thanks must go to Stephen Hughes, who stepped in at the last minute 
for the trip to The Grove, ensuring the team was able to fulfil another 
important fixture. A particular mention should also be given to junior member 
Osian Davies, who made his Men’s 2nd Team debut at just 16 years of age. 
Reports from his teammates suggest he acquitted himself extremely well 
against experienced opposition, and if this performance is anything to go by, 
there is every reason to believe there will be many more appearances to come 
for one of Mond Valley's most promising young golfers. 

Next was a home match against Morriston, and this was as close as it gets! 
Really tough dry conditions meant the ball was difficult to stop on the greens, 
so players had to adapt. 

Leighton & Jason took it all the way to the 18th securing half a point. Paul and 
Stephen fought hard but narrowly lost their match, and Kevin and Rhys also 
took it to the 18th and secured half a point. A loss but one where the team 
could hold their heads high as each team members brought their best to the 
match. 

 

Quartz Team 

The past few weeks have certainly been something of a rollercoaster ride for 
the Mond Valley Quartz Team.  

The run began on 23 June with a home fixture against Glynhir, where Mond 
Valley produced a confident display. Controlling much of the evening's play, 
the team secured a deserved 3½-1½ win. 

A much sterner challenge awaited on 2 July with an away trip to league 
heavyweights Glynneath. Away matches are never easy, and despite 
competing far better than the final scoreline suggests, Mond Valley suffered a 
4½-½ defeat. Once again, the outstanding partnership of Gareth Ruffell and Ty 
Morgan proved their worth, collecting the team's only point and preserving 
their unbeaten record. Their consistency throughout the season has been a 
cornerstone of the team's success and continues to set the benchmark for the 
rest of the squad. 

If the Glynneath defeat represented a setback, the response demonstrated the 
character running throughout the side. 
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Travelling to Langland on 9 July, Mond Valley produced arguably their finest 
result of the campaign. Away victories against quality opposition are always 
difficult to achieve, but the Quartz Team rose magnificently to the challenge, 
securing an excellent 3-2 victory. 

Leading the way yet again were Gareth Ruffell and Ty Morgan, who continued 
their remarkable run of form with a hard-fought 3&1 win. They were superbly 
supported by Rhodri Davies and Jason Jones, along with Carl Jones and Josh 
Bellow, with both pairings recording impressive 5&3 victories.  

The team's next outing came on 16 July against Pennard, producing another 
tightly contested encounter. Although Mond Valley narrowly lost 3-2, the 
result could easily have gone the other way, reflecting just how evenly 
matched the two sides were throughout the evening. 

The ever-reliable pairing of Gareth Ruffell and Ty Morgan maintained their 
unbeaten record with another excellent 3&1 victory, while Carl Jones and Ceri 
Morcom added the second point with a deserved 2&1 win. Every match was 
fiercely contested and the narrow scoreline was a fair reflection of a highly 
competitive contest. 

Most recently, the team travelled to The Grove on 23 July looking to continue 
their positive form. In what proved to be another closely fought fixture, Mond 
Valley ultimately fell just short in a 3-2 defeat. 

There was little to separate the sides throughout the evening. Nathan and Tim 
were desperately unlucky to lose on the 18th hole, while Ian and Gary came up 
against a formidable pairing and suffered a heavy defeat. Andrew and Taggy 
battled hard but were unable to turn things around, eventually losing 3&2. 

Mond Valley did not give up. Josh and Ty kept the contest alive with a hard-
earned win on the 18th hole before Carl and Kerry produced an excellent 3&1 
success to add a second point. Despite the late fightback, the hosts held on to 
secure the narrow win. 

While results have fluctuated in recent weeks, the overall picture remains 
extremely positive. The Quartz Team continue to compete strongly against 
some of the best sides in the league, recording impressive victories and 
pushing quality opponents all the way.  
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Stones Team 

The Stones Team has enjoyed a busy and eventful spell over recent weeks, 
with a mixture of league and cup action providing plenty of excitement, drama, 
and memorable performances. 

The period began with a Potters Cup clash against Pennard, where Mond 
Valley produced one of their finest displays of the season to secure an 
impressive 3-2 victory. In a tightly contested encounter, the team showed 
tremendous determination and resilience, digging deep when it mattered most 
to book their place in the next round. 

Unfortunately, cup progress came to an end in the following round against a 
strong Maesteg side. Despite battling hard throughout the match, Mond Valley 
found their opponents in excellent form and exited the competition following a 
4½-½ defeat. 

League action resumed with a challenging away fixture at Morriston on 25th of 
June. As has often been the case this season, the matches were closely fought, 
but the home side made the most of home advantage to claim a 3½-1½ victory. 

Any disappointment from that result was quickly swept aside in the next 
fixture when Mond Valley played Pennard on 2 July at home. Producing golf of 
the highest quality across all five matches, the Stones Team recorded a 
remarkable 5-0 whitewash. Clean sweeps are rare at any level of competitive 
golf, making this a particularly impressive achievement and a testament to the 
talent and strength within the squad. 

The momentum continued four days later with an away trip to The Grove. 
Travelling fixtures are never straightforward, but Mond Valley once again 
demonstrated their fighting spirit, securing a hard-earned 3-2 win. Especially 
nice as the last pairing were 2 down and fought back to grab a point. It was 
another closely contested affair that hinged on a handful of key moments, with 
the Stones holding their nerve when it mattered most. 

The team then faced a difficult double-header against Machynys, with away 
and home fixtures taking place on 21 and 23 July respectively. Both matches 
proved competitive and could easily have gone either way. Unfortunately, 
despite pushing their opponents all the way, Mond Valley were narrowly 
edged out on both occasions.  
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However, the team responded in the best possible fashion on 28 July with a 
valuable home victory against Fairwood. Continuing the trend of closely fought 

contests, the match once again went down to the wire, but the Stones 
emerged with a deserved 3-2 win to get their campaign firmly back on track. 

While results have been mixed during this period, there have been plenty of 
positives for the Stones Team to take from their recent performances. They 
continue to grow in strength.  

 

Ladies’ 1st Team  

Our Ladies' 1st Team continue to impress in their debut season in Division 4 
West, proving that they more than belong at this level. 

The team travelled to Creigiau on 26 June and earned a hard-fought draw, 
picking up a valuable point on the road. Securing points away from home is 
never easy, and the performance further highlighted the confidence, and 
quality that has become a hallmark of this side throughout the season. 

At the beginning of the campaign, there were understandable questions about 
how the team would adapt to the challenges of a higher division. Those 
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questions have now been answered emphatically. Match after match, the 
players have demonstrated their ability to compete with some of the strongest 
teams in the league, earning the respect of opponents along the way. 

July brought another pair of challenging fixtures against Rhondda. The team 
produced an outstanding performance at Mond Valley on 18 July, recording a 
superb 5-0 victory. However, the return fixture at Rhondda on 23 July proved a 
sterner test, with the hosts edging a closely contested encounter 3-2. 

With six league matches completed and only four remaining, the Ladies have 
placed themselves in an excellent position. Currently sitting second in the 
Division 4 West table, they have every reason to be proud of what they have 
achieved so far.  

 

Ladies' 2nd Team Update 

The last few weeks has proved to be a challenging period for our Ladies' 2nd 
Team, who faced a run of fixtures against some strong and experienced 
opposition. 

The month began with a tough double-header against Fairwood, with the team 
travelling away on 17 June before hosting the return fixture at Mond Valley on 
28 June. Despite some spirited performances Fairwood ultimately proved too 
strong and came away with victories on both occasions. 

The challenges continued on 30th of June when Mond Valley welcomed 
Southerndown. Played in scorching summer conditions, the match was once 
again close, with the lightning-fast greens adding an extra test for both sides. 
Several games could have gone either way, but Southerndown edged the key 
moments and narrowly claimed a 3½-1½ victory. 

Looking to bounce back, the team returned to action on 5th of July with a home 
fixture against Neath. Once again, the ladies produced an excellent effort in a 
match that was far closer than the final score suggested. A number of contests 
went right down to the closing holes, and with a little more luck the result 
could easily have swung in Mond Valley's favour. In the end, however, Neath 
just managed to edge the encounter 3-2. 
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The away match on a hot sunny day against Sotherndown brought Its own 
challenges. Fairways were fast and greens like lightening. The conditions 
favoured the home team who won 3½ - 1½  

And the next game home against Swansea Bay was also a loss 3½ - 1½.  

While the results have not quite gone the team's way in recent weeks, there 
have been plenty of positives to take from these performances. The margins 
between victory and defeat are fine, and the ladies continue to compete 
strongly against some of the division's most established sides.  

 

Seniors Team 

The Mond Valley Seniors have enjoyed a busy spell of golf over recent weeks, 
experiencing both the highs of a convincing home victory and the 
disappointment of a difficult away day, before returning to winning ways 
against Swansea Vale. 

Mond Valley 6 - 2 Glynhir 

Despite a gloomy start to the month and the threat of summer showers, spirits 
remained high as 16 Mond Valley seniors welcomed Glynhir to the club on 2 
July. 

Leading from the front as always, captain Ray Marshall and his playing partner 
Craig Davies set the tone with an impressive 4&3 victory. They were quickly 
joined on the winners' list by Tony Thomas and John Hopkins, and Martyn 
Jones and Paul Joseph, who both recorded identical 4&3 wins to give Mond 
Valley a commanding early advantage. 

Glynhir responded well, but Andrew Rees and Neil Cullen secured a half point, 
while Steve (M) Williams and Paul Absalom narrowly missed out after a close 
contest. When Robert Hill and Terry Legg also shared the spoils, attention 
turned to the remaining matches. 

Any nerves were soon settled by the experienced partnership of Steve Williams 
and Alan Webb, who produced another excellent 4&3 victory to guarantee the 
points for Mond Valley. Chris Powell and Mike Cornish then completed a 
superb afternoon with a further 4&3 win, sealing an impressive 6-2 success for 
the home side. 
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St Athan 6½ - 1½ Mond Valley 

The celebrations were short-lived as attention quickly switched to the long 
journey east to face St Athan, who’s unique nine-hole course, played twice, 
always presents a stern challenge. 

Once again, Ray Marshall led by example, partnering Neil Cullen to earn a 
hard-fought half point in a closely contested match. Mark Bater and Peter 
Bound found themselves chasing the game from an early stage and were 
unable to recover, eventually losing 3&4. 

Hope was restored when Mike Cornish and Tony Thomas continued their fine 
form with an excellent victory to level proceedings. Unfortunately, that would 
prove to be Mond Valley's only win of the day. Despite battling hard 
throughout, the visitors found themselves on the wrong side of the remaining 
matches as St Athan took control to secure a 6½-1½ victory. 

Mond Valley 5 - 3 Swansea Vale 

Back on home soil on 23 July, the Seniors bounced back in style with a 
deserved victory over Swansea Vale. 

Captain Ray Marshall, partnered by the dependable Terry Legg, made a flying 
start with a convincing 6&4 win in the opening match. Mark Bater and 
Malcolm Hill fought hard but were edged out on the 18th hole, before Bryn 
Roberts and Neil Cullen restored Mond Valley's advantage with an excellent 
victory. 

The in-form partnership of Mike Jones and Martyn Jones then produced 
another dominant display, securing a comfortable 4&3 success. Rob Hill and 
Mike Cornish added a further point as Mond Valley moved firmly into control 
of the match. 

Swansea Vale showed they can also play golf, claiming victories against John 
Hopkins and Andrew Rees, and against Steve M Williams, who battled bravely 
without a partner. However, any hopes of a late comeback were ended by Paul 
Absalom and the evergreen Alan Webb, who rounded off the afternoon with a 
splendid 4&2 victory. 

It is nice to see our seniors getting back onto winning ways so quickly. It’s been 
a successful season so far and long may it last. 
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PING Mixed Pairs  

We do not always feature the results from the PING Mixed Pairs Competition 
in our newsletter, but this year’s team certainly deserves recognition for its 
efforts in one of Wales’ most popular mixed team knockout events. 

The competition brings together clubs from across Wales, with teams 
competing in head-to-head match play at neutral venues, creating a unique 
challenge. 

The team comprised of: 

¶ Alison & Josh 

¶ Angela & John 

¶ Deborah & Ieuan 

Mond Valley's campaign began 
at Glynhir, where the team 
produced an outstanding 
performance against 
Pontardawe. They secured a 
convincing       2½ – ½ victory, 

giving everyone hope that a memorable run in the competition could be on the 
cards. 

That success earned them a place in the next round at Carmarthen Golf Club, 
where a tough encounter with a strong Tenby side awaited. The players 
battled hard and represented Mond Valley with distinction, but on this 
occasion, Tenby proved too strong and brought our journey in the competition 
to an end. Tenby would go on to reach the latter stages of the competition, 
highlighting the quality of the opposition faced by our team. 

While the defeat was naturally disappointing, it should not overshadow what 
was a very creditable campaign. Competitions of this nature are fiercely 
contested, and simply progressing through the opening round is an 
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achievement in itself. The team can take great pride in both their 
performances and the way they represented Mond Valley throughout. 

Most importantly, the competition showcased what mixed golf is all about—
good golf, teamwork, friendship, and the opportunity for members to compete 
together against some of the best club sides in Wales. 

Congratulations to everyone who took part and represented Mond Valley. We 
look forward to seeing the team challenge again next season.  

 

Ladies Shine at Glynhir Open Day 

Congratulations to Julie, Linda and Ira, who produced an outstanding 
performance at the Glynhir 
Ladies Open Day, taking top spot 
for Mond Valley Golf Club. 

Their success is the latest in a 
growing list of achievements for 
our Ladies Section, who continue 
to make their presence felt both 
at home and across South 
Wales. 
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Music @ The Mond 2026 

When people arrive at Music @ The Mond, find a seat, grab a drink and settle 
down for an afternoon of live music, it can be easy to forget just how much 
work goes on behind the scenes to make it all happen. 

The truth is that the moment one festival ends, thoughts immediately begin 
turning to the next. 

The date of 18 July was pencilled into the diary at the start of the year, and 
from that moment the planning began. Acts had to be found that would fit 
both the atmosphere and character of Mond Valley. Performers were 
contacted, prices negotiated and arrangements made, all with the aim of 
creating an event that would be enjoyable not only for those attending but 
also for the artists taking to the stage. 

Then came the promotion. 

For weeks, social media and BRS were filled with reminders about the festival. 
Some may have felt they had seen the adverts more than once or twice, but 
there is a reason for that. Building excitement takes time, and gradually the 
message starts to sink in. Before long, people aren't just seeing an advert, 
they're looking forward to a great day out with friends and family. 

As the festival drew closer, the wider Mond Valley team stepped into action. 
Hedges were trimmed, the entertainment area prepared, tables and chairs 
arranged, food and drink orders placed, and raffle prizes gathered. Every little 
job, no matter how small it may seem, played its part in creating the finished 
experience. 

And then, after months of 
preparation, festival day finally 
arrived. 

As Keeler Divide opened 
proceedings, there was the 
usual mixture of excitement 
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and nervous anticipation. The 
early crowd was modest, and 
for a brief moment you can't  

help wondering whether 
everyone will turn up. But, just 
like the famous line from Field 
of Dreams, the answer soon 
arrived: "Build it and they will 
come." 

They certainly did. 

As the afternoon unfolded, the 
crowd grew steadily and the 
atmosphere began to build. By 
the time Adam Luke Thomas 
took to the stage, the practice 
ground had been transformed. 
Families, friends and visitors 
filled the area, laughter echoed 
around the valley and there 
was a genuine buzz among 
everyone present. 

Adam was outstanding. His distinctive voice struck exactly the right chord with 
an audience that was now fully 
immersed in the occasion. 

Next came Lily Mia and the 
Echoes. Despite a slight delay 
to the schedule, they proved to 
be more than worth the wait, 
delivering a superb set that 
kept the momentum going.  
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Then it was time for Soulskunks, 
whose six-piece line-up brought 
the festival to a spectacular 
finale. Their energy was 
infectious, the dance area filled 
quickly and before long people 
were on their feet as the band 
rocked the valley late into the 
evening. 

Of course, events like this 
succeed because of far more than 
the performers on stage. 

Special thanks must go to our 
clubhouse staff, whose hard work 
and professionalism ensure these 
events run seamlessly time after 
time. Thanks also to Huw, Adie 

and Alison, who opened the club shop to sell drinks and ease pressure on a 
busy bar. 

And then there was Pedro. The microphone looks as though he was born with 
it in his hand. Whether announcing raffle prizes, entertaining the crowd or 
persuading people to part with their money for tickets, Pedro once again 
proved that few people can match his enthusiasm and charm. I would say he 
could sell sand in the desert. On this occasion, he certainly managed to sell 
raffle tickets to just about everyone! 

Perhaps the most encouraging aspect of the day was seeing so many visitors 
and non-members choose to give Music @ The Mond a try. The feedback was 
overwhelmingly positive, with many saying they would almost certainly return 
in the future. 

To all of our members who attended, thank you. These events are organised 
first and foremost for you to enjoy, but your support also generates valuable 
income that helps the club continue to grow and develop. 
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Our Next 
Live Music Outdoor Event! 
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